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INTRODUCTION

Chapter 1: Introduction

I'm Gary Reid, I run a few Internet based companies and they all use Joomla.
http://theventurekit.com which provides free Joomla templates, http://combtail.com
which provides web consultancy and design and http://m.utiny.com which provides blog
hosting.

I’m no designer, but having locked my designers in a small darkened room I decided to go
through the absolute easiest way to create a template for Joomla. It’s not perfect and it’s not
neat and tidy, but it does the job. I had to lock them up to stop them leaning over my
shoulder and saying ‘actually you should do it like this’. Their way is good, but not so easy
for us beginners to get a handle on.

You want it simple? Well, it doesn’t get much simpler than this. I get a lot of emails
through The Venture Kit asking about a ‘how to’ guide for templates so decided to sit
down and write it.

I’'m not going to expect you to know anything about design or html, in fact it’s a pre-
requisite to be a complete beginner to use this book. If you are a design expert put it down
now!

I think you will find it an enjoyable journey, we’ll create three templates a single column,
two column and three columns so you should have a good working knowledge of the
Joomla template system when we are done.

My wife just pointed out ‘what if someone writes 4 steps to make a template’. Hmm hadn’t

thought of that!

Anyway, enough of this introduction stuff, let’s get onto the good stuff, let’s get hacking.

Who’s This For?

This guide is for absolute beginners, duffers, people like you and me who have no design
training but need to get a design that looks good enough to unleash upon the world.

It’s not about graphics, because trust me layout, clarity and usability are much more
important.

So, you don’t need to learn any graphics for this to work. If you have just installed Joomla,
taken a look at the templates and thought ‘nothing quite right for me here’ then this book
should help.


http://theventurekit.com/
http://combtail.com/
http://m.utiny.com/
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What You Will Need

Obviously you’ll need Joomla installed on your website. This book has been based upon
Joomla version 1.0.8. But the details will work well with any of the 1.0.x versions and unless
the Joomla guys go mad should work on all future versions. You will also need a HTML
editor, although we use DreamWeaver here I realise this costs a few hundred dollars so 1
got hold of PHP Designer 2000, it’s free. So, if you don’t already have a HTML editor go

get your copy now.

Get hold of it from here http://www.mpsoftware.dk/phpdesigner.php. This piece of
software is just a touch more reliable to use than say notepad.

Finally you will need FTIP access to your Joomla install and an FTP program to
upload/download files. You can grab hold of a free FTP program from here
http:/ /www.coffeecup.com/ free-ftp

Preamble

Before we get into the actual work I want to point out to all W3C people that we are going
to use tables for layouts not DIV’s. The reason for this is that Joomla is XHTML
Transitional anyway, in other words Joomla uses tables for modules, so we couldn’t use
strict. Plus it’s just damn plain easier for us normal folk to use a table.

Important Stuff!

Throughout the book we’ll be using bits of PHP code and HTML, you can try and just type
it in straight from the book, but just cut and paste for the best results, I have put all of the
code into appendices to make it easier. Other files can be grabbed from the
http://clubtvk.com downloads section. You’ll have access to this if you bought this e-book

Hopefully cutting and pasting the PHP bits from this e-book will cut down on mistakes
that can happen when trying to type this stuff in.


http://www.mpsoftware.dk/phpdesigner.php
http://clubtvk.com/
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Chapter 2: The Basics of a Joomla Template

Before we get into actually making the template it’s probably worth getting an
understanding of the template system Joomla uses.

In fact it’s quite simple, lets examine the rhuk_solarflare ii template that is shipped as
standard with Joomla.

If you FTP into your Joomla powered site you will see a folder called ‘Zemzplates’ go into this
tfolder and you will see another folder called ‘7huk_solarflare_i7 inside this folder you will find
the template files.

Let’s take a look at each of the important files we will work with today.

The index.php file

This file is the wire frame of your template. It holds the information that allows Joomla to
create the layout for your site. If you look in your Joomla administrator section under
“modules > site modules’ you will see each module has a position, as shown below.

ﬂModule Manager [ Site | L

# [] Module Hame Published Reorder Order a Access Position
1 [] Banners 4 i__'l___! Pukblic banner
2 [ MainMenu =) v 1| Public left
3 [ Sponszored Links F 4 a ¥ i:_-E-_:! Public left
4 [ TagCloud ) a ¥ T | Puklic et
5 [ who's Oniine “ & 9 [ 4 | Pusic left
& [ Lagin Farm = a v 5 | Public let
7 [ Subscrice i< a ¥ [ & | Public left
& [] Userhenu =} @ ¥ 7 | Registered left
9 [ Popular Dovenloads = a Vv i___S___! Puiklic: le:ft
10 [] Most downloaded X a W 0| Pukblic left
11 [ Syndicate <] a ¢ [ 1| Public et
12 [ Statistics a ¥ 2 | Public left

Using index.php we set the positions that Joomla can use for modules and the main body
text. We will do this using some PHP code, but I will be giving you all of the PHP code to
cut and paste into this file, you don’t really need to understand what it does other than act
as a placeholder for your modules.
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The templateDetails.xml file

This file is used by Joomla when installing the template from the administrator panel. It
looks like this:

templateDetails.xml

<?xml version=""1.0" encoding=""i1s0-8859-1"7>
<mosinstall type="template" version="1.0.0">
<name>rhuk_solarflare_ii</name>
<creationDate>10/20/05</creationDate>
<author>rhuk</author>
<copyright>GNU/GPL</copyright>
<authorEmai I>rhuk@jamboworks</authorEmai >
<authorUrl>http://www. jamboworks.com</authorUrl>
<version>2.2</version>
<description>SolarFlare Il is a simple and stylish template. The clean
design of this template makes it very lightweight and fast. This is a
significatn upgrade for the original SolarFlare template in that is has a
completely revised layout that uses an alternate box model hack that makes
it easier to modify. Also a table has been introduced in the main content
area that better constricts layout causing less problems with "problematic*
components. New headers and menu elements give this template a "fresher”
look.</description>
<files>
<filename>index.php</Ffilename>
<filename>template_ thumbnail.png</filename>
</files>
<images>
<filename>images/advertisement.png</filename>
<filename>images/arrow.png</filename>
<filename>images/button_bg.png</filename>
<filename>images/contenthead.png</filename>
<filename>images/indentl.png</filename>
<filename>images/indent2.png</filename>
<filename>images/indent3.png</filename>
<filename>images/indent4.png</filename>
<filename>images/header_short. jpg</filename>
<filename>images/menu_bg.png</filename>
<filename>images/powered_by.png</filename>
<filename>images/spacer .png</filename>
<filename>images/subhead_bg.png</filename>
<filename>images/title_back.png</filename>
</images>
<css>
<filename>css/template_css.css</filename>
</css>
</mosinstal >

It contains information about the actual template, it’s name, author, version and the
graphics files associated with the template.
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If you take a look at Figure 3 below you can see how Joomla uses information in this file to
tell you about the template.

The Yenture Kit Free Joomla Templates [ com_templates ‘GJ ‘-Jj \,_Ea \_,S-’ ,';, [_,..-—l n

Default Azsign Delete Edit HTML = Eclit C55 ey Help
Failed
m Template Manager [ Site | Preview Template
-
# Hame Default Assigned Author Version Date Author URL

Al @ j=_SIFRSTAIN JoomlaShack 1.0 hittg: Pheesiewe joomlashack .com

2 O blue_enercy lvo Apostoloy 1.0x 04 .01 2005 sy JOomla-kbg com

g; O gary Gary Reid 123 2912 2005 hittg: P theventurekit.com

4 O gary2 Gary Reid 1.0 2912 2005 hittp: heesnene theventurekit.com

5 O gary3 Gary Reid 1.0 29 12 2005 hittp: Mhaesnenne theventurekit.com

5 O garyd Gary Reid 1.0 2912 2003 hittg: Moo theventurekit.com

Figure 1 Template Details

Although we won’t be using the administrator panel to install our templates I will detail
how you can package your template so you can share it with friends later in the book.

The images folder

As the name suggests this folder contains all of the images used in your template. We will
be using a couple of images and this is where we will be putting them. The vast majority of
the images we will use are already in the standard template.

The css/template_css.css file

This is a cascading style sheet and is used to apply a theme to your template. It sets the
tfont, colours and various other elements for the template. The reason a CSS file is used is
to separate these factors from other parts of the documents layout. You don’t need any

CSS knowledge as I will step you through the basics you will need to understand the Joomla
CSS file.

These are the only files we will be looking at today and with these we can build a really
unique template easily. So, let’s get started with step one.
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Chapter 3: Step One - Grab the Raw Material

The worst place to start any project is with a blank page. So, to make things easier we are
going to get some raw materials to work with.

The first thing we need to do is create a folder on our PC where we can store the files. Let’s
call this folder dufferl and create it anywhere on your PC you want.

Case sensitive

File and folder names are case sensitive, the convention is to use all lower case
letters for file and folder names and never have spaces in file or folder names.

Once we’ve got that created we can | RemoteSie

download the files we need. httpdocsstemplates rhuk_solarflare_ii

1. FTP to your Joomla web site - | Narne

Go into the templates folder t
; i3 cEs

3. Now move nto the |3 inages
rhuk_solarflare_ii folder index.htnl

4. Select all of the files and folders inicex, php .

template_thumbnail  png

you can see and download them R

to the dufferl folder we created
earlier

Check to make sure you have all of the files, you should have the following files on your
PC:

o index.html
e index.php
e template_thumbnail.png
e templateDetails.xml
® images

O advertisement.png
contenthead.png
indentl.png
indent4.png
pdf_button.png
rating_star_blank.png

O0OO0OO0O0
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subhead_bg.png
arrow.png
emailButton.png
indent2.png
index.html
powered_by.png
rating_star.png
button_bg.png
header_short.jpg
indent3.png
menu_bg.png
printButton.png
spacer.png

O0O0O0O0O0O0O0O0O0O0O0O0OO0OO0ODO

® (CsS

o

editor_content.css
template_css.css
O index.html

o

So, you should have all of these files in your duffer] folder.

Images Missing?

If you don’t have some of the images listed don’t worty, changes in Joomla meant
some newer versions don’t have the same image set. This tutorial will work just as
well no matter what standard images your version has.

Now that was easy enough wasn’t it? That’s step one complete, we now have the raw
material we need to start putting together our own template. The next step is to make a
home for the new template on our website.
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Chapter 4: Step Two — Make a Home for our Template

We’ve got the raw material to start making our template but now we need somewhere to
put it on our website and make sure Joomla can recognise it.

We are going to create this template for

Remote Site:

http://duffer]l.combtail.com and we are going to call it

dufferl e

| Narme

blue_energy

cs=

gary

gary2

gary3

garyd

goda-blue
j=_empire
j=_lunar_eclipse
j=_matriz-1

The first thing we need to do is FTP to our website and go
into the templates folder. Once we get there we need to
create a new folder called duffer] notice all lowercase.

That’s the first part complete. We now have a place on our
web site where we can put our new template.

%g!
Enter new remate folder name: oK
Cancel
| dufert Hel
p

tvlk_1_dark green
tvk_1_dark grey

CEEDPOEERRPPEEERDRDD™

Next we have to move onto editing our raw material. So,
we need to open PHP Designer 2006 and then open
templateDetails.xml that we downloaded eatrlier in step one.

Important Don’'t Skip This

The next part of this tutorial is important. By changing the details in
templateDetails.xml we make it visible to Joomla. If they are not changed you may
have problems further down the line.

Okay, so here we are face to face with our first real bit of work, editing the
templateDetails.xml file. As I wrote above this is necessary so that Joomla can recognise
our template as being different to the original rhuk_solarflare_ii.

The first line we edit is line 3, this one:

<name>rhuk_solarflare_ii</name>

We need to put here exactly the same as we called the folder we made on our website
above, so we change it to:

<name>dufferil</name>

Next we move to line 4, it looks like this:
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<creationDate>10/20/05</creationDate>

We need to change it to today’s date:

<creationDate>03/15/06</creationDate>

Next we move onto line 5 and change this to your name:

<author>Gary Reid</author>

Next we edit lines 7, 8 and 9, they look like this:

<authorEmai l>rhuk@rockettheme.com.com</authorEmail>
<authorUrl>http://www.rockettheme.com</authorUrl>
<version>2.2</version>

Change them to something like this, using your email and website:

<authorEmail>gary@combtail .com</authorEmail>
<authorUrl>http://combtail.com</authorUrl>
<version>1.0</version>

The next line is the description of the template so change it to something like this:

<description>A template created from the duffer®s tutorial, the template
uses a developed version of the CSS file from the rhuk solarflare_ii
template developed by rhuk@rockettheme.com at http://www.rockettheme.com
</description>

Notice we have credited the earlier work done by rhuk on the CSS file, even though we will
be using very little of it we will still be using a few of his images. That’s it, now we have
made the file show our unique details.

Remote Site The next step is to upload all of the files we have
“httpdocs. templates /duf ferl in our local dufferl folder to the dufferl folder
. on our web site.

: Next we need to make this the default template

template _thumbnail . png ) ;
il stahat i d e for our site, so we can see the magic as we work
on it. To do this we need to login to the Joomla

g L Your online dufferl folder should look like the
Ea images ﬁgure OppOSitC.

index html

index. php

administrator section and browse to:

site > template manager > site templates
10
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When we get there it should look like this, with our new duffer] template showing in the

list with our details:

({*‘7‘7’ {ﬁt Q [Frv] =3 <&
Hew Site § com_templstes Oy \ \
Default Azzign Delete Edit HTML = Eclit C=5 e
m Template Manager [ Site | Preview Ten
-
# Hame Default Assigned Author Yersion Date Author URL
] O j=_SIFRSTAIN JoomlaShack HELE) hittp: tharnewy joomiashack.c
2 {) blue_energy v Apostoloy 1.0x 04.01.2005 WY JOOMIS-FE Com
3 Q} cuffert Gary Reid 1.0 0301 306 ity ficomitail.com

Check the radio button next to the dufferl template and click ‘default’ this will set the
template as live and the one being used by Joomla. Your screen should now look like this:

Hew Site | com_templates : . L'y 55/

? Bt

Detfauft Assign Delete Edit HThL Edit C55 Mer
mTemplate Manager [ Site | Previey
-
# Hame Default Assigned Author Version Date Author URL
1 O jz_ SIFRSTAIN JoomlaShack 1.0 http: Masaey joomlast
2 O blue_eneroy Ivo Apostaloy 10 04.01.2005 e JO0MIa-bg.com
8 O dutfer] v Gary Reid 1.0 034 5106 it icombtail.com

Notice the green tick under the default column and in the duffer]l row. This means we are
now using the new template. However, at this stage it just looks exactly like the

rhuk_solarflare_ii template. But that’s going to change soon!

What we’ve done so far is got some raw material to work with, created a home on our
website for the new template, uploaded it and set it as default in Joomla. That’s the easy
stuff done. Now we need to do some thinking to move the design forward. We need to
create a layout to replace the rhuk_solarflare_ii layout. Let’s look at that next.

11
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Chapter 5: Step Three — Create Our First Layout

Before we dive right in I think it’s best that we understand exactly what we need to
consider when putting together a Joomla template. The first things are ‘modules’. Modules
are how the system presents itself to your visitors. They take information from the backend
and display it in a formatted manner on your website. Most of the modules are optional, so
you can decide which you want to use and those you don’t want to use.

Menus

The system comes with a powerful set of dynamic menus built from the administrator
section. You can decide where each link you create appears. You can choose to have it in
the main, top, other or user menu.

The menu’s are created dynamically, this means when you create a new menu item it is
automatically added to the menu and will show on every page. The order of each menu
item within the menu can be set from the administrator area.

Each menu can be set to appear on every page or just on certain pages.

In total there are four, we will look at each one in turn:

als LR Main Menu

Hdme The main menu is as it appears the sites main menu, however if
Venture Kit Features you browse to site modules in the administrator section of the site
Braduct Demo you can unpublish the whole of this menu, in this sense it is

Downloads OPthIlal.

Prici . . . . . .
L The menu is ‘vertical’ in nature, this means that it fits best into

i either the right or left positions on your web page.

Templates

Vertuce Kit Login By default the main menu is in the left position, but you can move
it to the right position from the administrator area under site

Help Desk
modules.

Order

Top Menu

The top menu is optional, horizontal in nature and it’s positioning and state can be
controlled from the administrator area. By default it is at the top of your page.

Home Hews FAGs Search Hewsletter Contact Us Order

12
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User Menu

T‘ ISER MEHL

The user menu is set to only appear to registered users that are
logged in, by default it appears in the left column and is vertical in
appearance.

The user menu has some default links but you can choose to
unpublish these if you wish

Other Menu

The other menu is an auxiliary menu for items you don’t want to put in the main or top
menu, optional and vertical in appearance.

You can use this menu effectively by having it appear on certain
pages with links to extra information regarding that page.
Pathway

Home o Hews o Latest o The Venture Kit Demo Site

The pathway shows visitors a breadcrumb path of where they are on your site in relation to
the home page. The pathway is horizontal in appearance and its width can be varied, it is
worth considering that it needs to be wide enough to display potentially long paths.

LOgil’l Username
The login box is optional, if your site doesn’t require user | 9reid
Pazzword

registrations then you can omit it. By default the login box | ..
appears in the left column. The title of the module can be turned
off and you can have the login box whilst stopping visitors from
registering. This would allow you to add site users manually.

|:| Remember me
Login

Lost Password ?

Mo account vet? Register
Search Box
By default the search box is placed in the same row as the top
menu. It’s size and position however can be changed search...

Main Content

The main content obviously isn’t optional, this is where content you add to the site is
displayed, be default this is the middle column. The position and size of this area can be
changed but there are minimum widths that you are probably best observing.

The content is dynamically added to this area as visitors browse through your site.
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Bannets

keep it simple G
Get your web venture online in minutes not months il>"-l :
The banner module allows you to add advertising banners to your site, the module is

optional and takes a standard 468x60 banner. You can set the owner, redirect URL and
number of hits each banner can get. The system can rotate banners.

Newsflash
NEWSFLASH On the default template the newsflash module appears next to the
Joomlal 1.0 - ‘Experience the logo header on the right of the page. This module automatically

1 . .
REGERML Rhas DEverboen displays items from the category that you choose, such as latest
eazier to create your own >

dynamic site. Manage all your news, FAQ’S ctc.
content from the best Chis
admin interface.

It can display items from any content category that you have
created. It is optional.

Popular

LATEST NEWS FOPULAR

. Welcon ] + Example FAQ tem 2
@ Emmple_ﬁﬂﬁjﬂép_r?‘l' + Example FAQ ltem 1
+ Example FAQ tem 2 & Welcome to GODA UK

By default this section is placed next to the latest news module and above the main content
area, it is optional. It displays links to pages that have the most hits.

Oy HOICATE

Syndicate

The syndicate module allows you to place links on your pages that
people can use to get an xml feed of your site into their news
reader. It is optional and by default is in the left column.

Who’s Online

M 'wHO'S OMNLINE

We have 2 guestz online

The who’s online module by default is in the right column and displays how many guests
and registered users are on your site. The module is optional.

14
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Poll’s
The poll module allows you to put a poll on your site so visitors  poLLs

can vote for things, by default it is on the frontpage in the right  This Joomia! installation

: : WAT wuen
column. It is optional. &, e

(_:} Feazonably eazy
C. Mot straight-forsard but |

1 wearked it out
Related Items ) | had to install extra
E LR I TR N T L zerver stuff
RELATED ITEMS | bz o idea and got mey
friend to do it
@ Example Hews ltemn 2 My dog ran avvay with
the README ..
Vote Results

LE

Related items is a versatile module that works using data set in the meta keywords part of
content pages. If enabled it will show links to similar pages that have the same keywords in
the meta keywords box.

By default its not published but is best placed in the right or left column.

Random Image

RANDOM IMAGE

The random image module has been designed to go in either the Bﬁ- yrmm
left or right column and randomly displays an image from a set '
folder.

Latest News

LATEST NEWS FOPULAR

-3 < Example FAQ hem 2

¢ Example FAG ﬂé!}jﬁ' » Example FAG ltem 1

+ Example FAG Hem 2 < Welcome to GODA UK

By default this section is placed next to the popular module and above the main content
area, it is optional. It displays links to pages in the latest news category.

Roundup of the Modules

That’s the standard modules that come with Joomla, as you can see most are optional but
some by nature are needed, such as the menu’s. Some are also aligned in such a way that
they can only be displayed in a vertical or horizontal manner and this restricts where on a
page they can be displayed.
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STEP THREE: CREATE OUR FIRST LAYOUT

Layout

Joomla’s layout determines where each of the above modules can be placed on your
webpages. However to make life easy many of the components are grouped into position
categories.

Let’s take a look at the standard page and see where the main positions are.

Horme Contect s Hows Links smewch

HEWSFLAEH
Yeslenday ol servers in e

keep it | non-technical people can have complete  oiriiSizial”

P A gpokid ger i ded

: - control over their website. Bt I NS T
simple | s

g
P speed. In fubsre, busses wil be
vemture kit (oo e I residertin

TEWFLATE {,mssk. kee ]t 5] m le ’:Q ﬁ"
pﬁzr_,m weh wrlE’re onfine in asinates not sooths j\;ﬁ :’:mue Kit ﬂ

LATEET HEWE FOPiLAR POLLE
# Mitwrllaal 3 & Fxainijpli Héwn B 1 This Jeomla! Etalation
# Howslash 1 & Lxarmnpde Hews Bem d WEE
# Mowallaah 2 ® Exarnple FAQ Nedm 2 {jmnm
# [wwmple Bewes Hern 1 # [[xarmpdo FAQ Bem 1 () Reasonatly sasy
® Example Mewes Heim 4 ® The Wesiur e Kil Demo Sie
ot sirsghl-forssd bt |
H worhed § ol
o |::| | Pt 80 il ot
sarver shef|
Thie Vanturs Kit Demo Site
o 1 el oy ke vl g vy
[LEE frerdioda b
=] Ry, ¥4 U AL My g6 Fan ey with
Thit is & dernd sl for Thee Wenure K8 . Take o ok sroursd and upe B ienplale chotser 'I::l the REACKE
o {bomom ke 1o Bee how eazy & i3 10 change the design white lsaving the conlen unalieched.
Viple Fesuls
o UnComplonts your vl vergues bry L The Vertues K FoOF st DUVBE & vear you 08N e
b fobal control gver your welale rolsing § yaers Rosling and s oo of olfer fesbures WHIr S OhLINE
Wil Pl | guisE] Gl
iy P AeTeTan Anire e niseschad), ino deion skills needed, st login srd star scdng
2 cortent Bs that serple! RARDOM BAGE
s VYANE b e 10r vOur selT? Just elek ere 1o walch ouf SEminar on seking Conient B Joomial
o S remed COrCINg T I 0 chack ool this viden thal thorens you horey B iredsll 8 forum I s
o £ mirees. And thats nof the only phagin you csh instsl, in isct we can instsl thesn for wou if
VUl wianl. o Can ChoDse from nevwaleller scrpts, forums, SRODEING CArlY, MSQe Mansgers
o el 20 ) S
5 Tresr Yorbure L i3 Dirsshad O Rronieh SRn S0urce techioiogy and ol you oniing in Fodrs
by Thar mshins
o
Wirite Coanamesnt (0 Comenenbs)
o i Upcabed [ Sur
Pt mone...
e ]

EYNDICATE Newsfiash 1 Newsflash 2

-

Joomisd 1 0 - BEspererce e Freedom. | has Yesierdey Hm:nhui werk oul o

ol sl defcnir | 7 il UL T vk il el 1 pat Madik FAM &l et
dhyrares ple. Marage o your cofderd fric e CPUE. A Spokes person saed el e fused Sor
st CMES isdimin nlerioce Eesfler M wems dus b Some 00l ncreasing

e froink-sade bues speed. In fubure, bumses wil
B i B0 Sk (RO T F it
L

(27 2008 The Veriure Hil Demo Sie
Jonmial i3 Free Sofiwans relbacsed undes the ORI, Licenss

You can now see all of the various modules laid out on the page. As you can see certain
modules fit better into certain areas. Key to an effective layout is deciding exactly which of
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STEP THREE: CREATE OUR FIRST LAYOUT

the modules you need on your site. You can then use these as a jigsaw to create the various
areas of your webpage and so the website.

A layout does not have to be three columns you can choose a two column or even one
column layout. At the very least the site needs a menu module and the content module.
Everything else is entirely optional.

If you want to create a layout then knowing what modules your site requires is the first key
step to create a layout that suits the way your site will work. The positions on the page are
named and here is the above template with the position names highlighted:

[ o s | R . user3 | userq |

keep ]t non-technical people can have complete

Si m p l e control over their wepsite. © top
"lh’/\li" ﬁ h:rﬁ'u kit
s banner 4 fﬁ,,
e et —_— i S
~ user? user?
left right
content .
s
footer
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The layout you choose has a direct affect on what modules you can use and where they are
positioned, here is a site using two different layouts, the content is unaffected but the
modules available is affected:

i W il B Bews  Liaw

R ——

R — S'im I.e control sver their website. 2
— The Venture Hit Bem Site p -'E‘iﬁ’}':wm =

keep{“it simple (o

¥ pber sob ralury $ahar o8 amatas st mistts L

Hewsflash 1 Mewsriash 2

Joomini | 8- Tspacence i Frescon § has meew Deen sasee Ve
I crosts
phery’

a4 s | Warmanash 2

) 2008 P ek Ko Do S
civdal o Frih Siteirs rokisn] st e GRUUOR, Licorsisn

As you can see the left layout does not have the right column or the banner.

Now it’s time to get down to business

The Layout Sketch

For this first template I have decided to go for a single column layout. Although this may
not suit your purpose the idea is to pass on the skills you can then use to create the exact
layout you need, plus we will be creating a two and three column site later in the book.

To begin my design process I have made a list of the Joomla modules I want my site to use,
and here it is:

e Top menu
e Search box

e User login
e [atest news
e Popular

e Pathway

e Main content
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STEP THREE: CREATE OUR FIRST LAYOUT

So, here is my sketch of the proposed layout:

Site name

| top menu | search
user login popular latest news
| pathway
content
optional

As you can see there are two extra parts to this outline; the footer and a block just above it
called optional. The footer is an intrinsic part of every Joomla template and needed. The
optional block allows us some flexibility in adding certain modules if we need to later.

Once we have the sketch we need to build an HTML table that serves as the container for

these parts.
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STEP THREE: CREATE OUR FIRST LAYOUT

The HTML

Here we go back to PHP Designer 2006 and create our
HTML table. When we open PHP Designer 2006 we see a
page of options, you will see a table as shown in the graphic

Hew Documennt

= [ Filetype
_‘] PHP here.
_] HTML/XHTML
ﬂ ;:i What you need to do is double click on HTML under new
) Javascript Document. This will bring up a blank page for us to work
| WBScript with.

- 50U

ﬂ ?:;la Before we add any Joomla tags we need to add in the basic
] c# HTML required and build the table that will hold our layout.
]
L Bank The first thing we need to add is the Joomla head tag. This is

vitally important as it sets the basic page elements for a
Joomla template.

The Joomla head tag looks like this:

Joomla Head Tag

<?php defined( " _VALID_MOS"™ ) or die( "Direct Access to this location is not
allowed." );?>

<IDOCTYPE html PUBLIC *'-//W3C//DTD XHTML 1.0 Transitional//EN"
"http://www.w3.0rg/TR/xhtml1/DTD/xhtml1-transitional .dtd">

<html xmIns="http://www.w3.0rg/1999/xhtml"*>

<head>

<?php if ( $my->id ) { initEditor(Q); } ?>

<meta http-equiv=""Content-Type" content=""text/html; charset=iso-8859-1" />
<?php mosShowHead(); ?>

<?php echo "<link rel=\"stylesheet\"
href=\"$GLOBALS[mosConfig_live_site]/templates/$GLOBALS[cur_template]/css/te
mplate_css.css\" type=\"text/css\'/>" ; ?><?php echo "<link rel=\"shortcut
icon\"" href=\""$GLOBALS[mosConfig_live_site]/images/favicon.ico\" />" ; 7>
</head>

<body>

At this point you really don’t need to know what any of the above does, all you need to do
is make sure it’s at the top of the page. You will find this code in Appendix 1.

Next we need to add in the HTML end tags, these tags should always be the very last things
on your template page, content goes in between them and the head tag. They look like this:
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Joomla End Tag

</body>
</html>

So, your PHP Designer page should look like this:

E% pHp Designer 2006 - BETA - [Untitled*] Ead
jg' File Edit Search Wiew Format HTML CS5 PHF Add-Ins Debug Options ‘Window Help —E X
H e | | et B

EARRA= AT WN= AR I S
{ €0 O [ it

% |[Edit || Debug ~ | Locahost + | | | Unicode | PHR C55 ML Pel 15 VB Java C# SQL | Muli | Blank

<?php defined( "_WALID_ MOZ" ) or die( "Direct Access to this location is not allowed.™ ;2>

<!DOCTYPE html PUELIC "-//W3C//DTD XHTHML 1.0 Transitional//EN" "http://www.w3.org/TR/xhtmll/DTD/xhtmll-transitional.dcd”>
<html xmlns="http://uwvw.w3.org/ 1999/ xhtml">

<head:>

<Iphp if ( dmy-»id ) { initEditor(): } 27>

<meta http-ecquiv="Content-Type"” content="text/html; charset=i=o-8859-1" />

<?php mosShowHead () : 2>

<?php echo "<link rel=%"stylesheet) " href=\"§GLOBALZ [mosConfig live site]/templates/$GLOBALS [cur template] /osss

£¢ template_css.ossh ™ types\"text/cssh"/>" ; ?»<?php echo "<link rel=\"shortcut iconh href=\"§GLOBALS[mosConfig live site]/
=¥ images/favicon.icah "™ />" ;>

3 </head:>

10 <body>

11

1z ]

1z </body>

14 </html>

B L B T2 e s [ies e Romen 52 e

WM e

@ -1 m i

Before we go any further we are going to save this file. We are going to save it in the
dufferl folder on our PC and overwrite the index.php page that’s already in there, so we
call this file index.php.

Now we need to add in the table we need and we are actually going to be adding multiple
tables nested inside one another. This again simplifies the design process for us beginners.
The first table we add is the main container, it will be one column wide and contain enough
rows to hold the items we have in our sketch. So, we need a row for:

e Site name

e Top menu

e user login — popular — latest news
e Pathway

e Content

e Optional

e Footer

That means we need a table 1 column wide and 7 rows deep. PHP Designer 2006 makes
this easy for us as it has a little GUI for adding table, so lets walk through the table creation.
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STEP THREE: CREATE OUR FIRST LAYOUT

In the top row of icons you will see this one =4 it’s the icon to create and insert a table. So,
make sure you have your cursor in-between the two <body> tags as shown

here. 2 </ head>
10 <body:>
11|

Next click the table icon and a popup window will appear. That looks like 1z </body»

this. 12 </html>

ment can contain,

General | Properties ” Advanced || 55 |

Layout

[ Ok J [ Cancel ]

Adjust the rows so it equals 7, as that’s how many we need. Then click the properties tab
and set the width to 700, as we want our table to be fixed width at 700 pixels, set

cellpadding and cellspacing at 0 and choose centre from the alignment dropdown. It should
look like this:

menk can conkain,

Gereral | Properties | advanced | S5 |

Table Propetrties

Width: Cellpadding:  Alignment:

Foo O o | [center v

Height: Cellspacing:

=P

B Image:

\ | (]

[ Full path

Border: Border Color: Border Light: Border Dark: BG Color:

L L] | L | | [ JCd

[ Ck .] [ Cancel ]

Now click Ok. What you should see now on your page is this:
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10
2
1z
1z
14
1kt
1e
17
1z
13
Z0
Z1
2
=3
Z4
&k
Z6
z7
Za
5
20
21
2E
23
24
2L

</ heaor
<hody>

<tabl
LEEy

LiErY
<tri>

LiErY
<tr

LiEEY
<tri>

LiErY
<Lr>

LiEEY
<tri>

LiErY
<tri

LiEEY
</ tah

e align="CENTER" width="700" cellpadding="0" cellspacing="0">

<tds</td>

<tds</td>

<tds</td>

<tds</td>

<tds</td>

<tds</td>

<tds</td>

lex

</body>
</htmls]

You can see we now have rows of HIML and we will be using these for holders of the
Joomla tags. The first row we are going to work with is row 13 from the graphic above, it is
the first row in our table and is going to hold our site name. Luckily Joomla has a tag for
automatically putting the site name into our template, the tag looks like this:

Joomla Site Name Tag

<?php echo $mosConfig_sitename; ?>

We put this tag between the two <td> tags on row 13 so it looks like this:

10
i
12
1z
14
15
1le

<hbody>
<table align="CENTER" widch="700" cellpadding="0" cellspacing="0":>
<Lrx
<tdr<?php echo fmosConfig sitename; ?ﬂ{ftd>
</trx
<Crx
<tdr</tdr

23



STEP THREE: CREATE OUR FIRST LAYOUT

That will now echo out the sites name from Joomla onto your web page. Next we need to
add the tag for the top menu and search box, as these are two separate tags we are going to
add a table with two columns inside the next row so we can format the layout easier.

This means we are now working with row 16 in PHP Designer 2006. Place your cursor
inside the two <td> tags as shown below:

9L neac>
1o <bodys

11 <table align="CENTER" widtch="700" cellpadding="0" cellspacing="0">
i EPt et o e

13 <tdsr<?php echo fmosConfig sitename; &< /tds

14 €/tr>

F T oS )

16 <tdoke/ods

17 <fte>

18 <tr>

13 <tdr</tdr

Now click on the add table icon & again. This time we want to add a table with 1 row and
two columns, we also want this table to be 100% wide, in other words it stretches to the
full width of the main table which is 700 pixels. We do this so if we want to change the
width of our main page we just need to adjust the main table width and everything else
moves with it.

[3t] Table Editor

ment: car conkain, &t nent can contain,

General | Properties | Advanced | 55 | | General | Properties | pdvanced | <55 |

Layout Table Properties

Cals: tidth: Cellpadding:  Alignment:

- [0 [E% b ] ] 3
Rows: i s
L Height: Cellspacing:
Ev O |o
% BG Image: %

| |8

[ Full path

Border: Border Calor: Border Light: Border Dark: BG Color:

| | | [ | [ | [ | | [

As you can see above we set the width to 100 and check the % box, we also set cellpadding
and spacing to zero. Now we click Ok.

Your page should now look like this:
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3 </ head:>

10 <bodys>

11 <table align="CENTER" width="700" cellpadding="0" cellspacing="0">
T2 <Lr¥

1z <tds<?php echo fmosConfig sitename; =< /td:

14 </tr>

18 <trx>

1e <tdr<table width="100%" cellpadding="0" cellspacing="0":>
IR <LEX

1g <td=</td>

1= <tds=</tdx

o </t

z1 </tablesf/tds

zz <fte>

28 LLEX

The new table has been added and can be seen occupying rows 16 to 21. The rows we will
put our next tags in are rows 18 and 19. For this we will use the Joomla user tag, this is
versatile because Joomla is capable of handling up to nine of these, the tag looks like this:

Joomla User Tag

<?php mosLoadModules ( “userl® ); ?>

[3

If you notice the number ‘1’ after ‘user’ this can be incremented up to ‘9’ to create nine
instances. What we will do is use userl and user2 for our top menu and search box, our
page now looks like this:

10 <hody>

11 <table align="CENTER" width="700" cellpadding="0" cellspacing="0">
lz <trx>

13 <tdr<?php echo fmosConfig sitensmes; @< /td:

14 </tr>

15 <trx>

1a <tdr<table width="100%" cellpadding="0" cellspacing="0">
17 <trx

1s <tdx<?php mosLoadModules [ 'userl' ) =</ td>

12 <tdr<?php mosLoadModules [ 'userz' : ?}<ftdﬂ

0 </t

2l </ tablex</td>

22 <ftrr

The next row will hold three items, the login form, popular menu and latest news menu, so
we need to move to row 24 and create another table, so make sure your cursor is in
between the two <td> tags on line 24 as below:
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9 <) head>

10 <hbody:>

11 <table align="CENTER" widch="700" cellpadding="0" cellspacing="0":>
1z €tr>

13 <tdsr<Pphp echo $mosConfig sitensme; ?x</tds

14 </fcr>

FEGTES

16 <tdr<table width="100%" cellpadding="0" cellspacing="0">
17 <tr>

1s <td><?php mosLoadModules | 'userl!
19 <td><?php mosLoadModules | 'user!
zo </ftre>

z1l </tabler</td>

zz <ftr>

23 CLE>

z4 <tds></od>

25 <ftr>

;P tdr

!
1 Preftds

And now hit the table icon &= again, this time we need a table 100% wide, with one row
and three columns, so it should look like this:

[%] Table Editor

Table

umenk can conkain,

irnia &1

General | Properties | Advanced | €55 | General m” 55 |

Layout Table Properties

Cols: ‘hfidth: Cellpadding:  Alignment:

: [0 |Fe o il v

Rows:

Height: Cellspacing:
- [ 0% [g |

BG Image:

| |

[ Full path
Border: Barder Colar: Barder Light: Border Dark: BG Color:

N N I N 0 B I

L Ok ][ Cancel ] L Ok, ][ Cancel l

Click the Ok button and the table is created. It will occupy lines 24 to 30 as shown below:

26



STEP T

HREE: CREATE OUR FIRST LAYOUT

10
i
i
13
14
15
1&
iy
1z
13
20
21
Z2E
23
Zd
2ih
26
257
za
2
a0
21

Now we

</ headr
<hody>
<table align="CENTER" width="700" cellpadding="0" cellspacing="0">

<Er>
<tdr<Pphp echo fmosConfig sitename; 2:</td>
</t
<Er>
<tdr<table width="100%" cellpadding="0" cellspacing="0">
<Er>
<td><?php mosloadModules | 'userl' |; ?></td>
<tdr<?php mosLoadModules | 'user2' }:; 2></td>
</t
</tabler</td>
</t
<Er>
<tdr<table width="100%" cellpadding="0" cellspacing="0">
<Er>
<tds</ tds
<tds</tds
<tds</ tds
</t
</tablesk/tds
</t
need to add the tags for the three items to be included in this table, that is; login

box, popular and latest news. They go on lines 26, 27 and 28. To do this we just use the
‘user’ tag but we increment the numbers up to make them unique. So, we will use user3,
user4 and user5 as follows:

10
11
1z
13
14
15
15
17
13
12
z0
i &
R
23
Z4
Z5
26
257
25
s
20
31

</ head:>

<hody>

<table align="CENTER" width="700" cellpadding="0" cellspacing="0">
“Erx

<tdr<?php echo $mosConfig sitename; &</ /tds>
</tr>
“Erx
<tdr<table width="100%" cellpadding="0" cellspacing="0">
“Erx
<tdr<?php mosloadModules [ 'userl' ); =</ /td»
<tdr<?php mosloadModules [ 'useri' ); =< /td»
</tr>
</tabler</td>
<fte>
“Erx
<tdr<table width="100%" cellpadding="0" cellspacing="0">
“Erx
<tdr<?php mosloadModules [ 'user3' ); =< td»
<tdr<?php mosLoadModules [ 'userd' ); ?:</td»
| <tdr<?php mosLoadModules [ 'users' ); ?r</td»
</tr>
</tabler</td>
<fte>
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As you can see above the three Joomla tags are now in place. Now we are getting the hang
of this lets add all of the other Joomla tags, notice the pathway, main body and footer tags
are different to the others. These are unique tags rather than using the ‘user’ tag.

So, we will be working on lines 33, 36, 39 and 42. Line 33 is for the pathway, 36 for the
main body tag, 39 for our optional tag and 42 for the footer tag. Here’s what they look like
once added:

11
L2
i
14
1k
1&
17
1=
19
20
21
ZE
23
24
zEb
ZE
27
28
25
20
21
F2
2z
24
2k
26
37
28
9
40
41
47z
43
dd
45
1

<table align="CENTER" width="700" cellpadding="0" cellspacing="0":>
<Er>

<tds<?php echo $mosConfig sitename; 2x</td>
</
<hr>
<tdr<table width="100%" cellpadding="0" cellspacing="0":>
<Er>
<td><?php mosLoadModules | 'userl' j; ?=</td>
<tdr<?php mosLoadModules [ 'userZ' ) ?»</td>
</
</ tabler</ td>
</ Lrs
<hr>
<tdr<table width="100%" cellpadding="0" cellspacing="0":>
<Er>
<tdr<?php mosLoadModules [ 'user3' ) ?»</td>
<td><?php mosLoadModules | 'userd' ): ?=</td>
<tdr<?php mosLoadModules [ 'user5' ) ?»</td>
</
</ tabler</ td>
</ Lrs
<hr>
<td><?php mosPathWay () ?=</td>
</
<Er>
<tdr<?php mosMainBodyi();: *d/td>
</
<hr>
<td><?php mosLoadModules | 'userds' ): ?=</td>
</
<hr>
<tds<?php include once|'includes/footer.php'): =</ td>
</
<ftable>
</ hody>
</html>

That’s all of the tags in place, so save the file! Remember it should be saved as index.php in
the dufferl folder on your PC. We now need to upload it, adjust the module positions in
Joomla administrator and take a look. Let’s upload it now using FTP, it needs to be placed
into the templates/dufferl/ folder on your Joomla web site.
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Done that? Great, let’s login to Joomla administrator and adjust the module positions. We
need to browse to ‘modules > site modules’ and we should see a list like this:

¥ Joomlal
Home Site  Menu  Content  Components  bodules  bMambotz  Installers Messages  System Help Digs 2 m Logout admin
= = ,? -~ g
= = = [
Hew Site { com_modules {J = @ \_ﬁ 1-“_.',. ﬂ Q
Pukblizh Unpublizh Copy Delete Edit = Help
e [ i If |
B Module Manager [ Site ] JEokeifoston: v, - Select Tipe =
Filter:
# [| Module Hame Published Reorder Order a Access Position Pages 1] Type
1 [ Banners = 1 Public hanner Al 18 mod_banners
2 O Main Menu © v 1 Public left Al 3 mo]_maintmen
3 [ UserMenu =3 & ¥ p Registered left Al 2 mid_tmainment
4 [ cCther Menu = a v 2 Public left Al 30 mad_mainmenu
5 [ LoginFarm = a ¥ 3 Public left Waries 4 mod_login
6 [ Syndicate *] @ ¥ 4 Fuhblic left Waries 5 mod_rssfeed
7 [ Statistics 3 a Vv 4 Putilic: left Mone 7 mad_stats
5 [ Template Chooser i @ ¥ 3 FPublic left Waries 10 mod_templatechooser
9 [ Archive x a v 7 Public: left Mone 11 mad_archive
10 [] Sections b4 a8 W g Public lett Marne 12 mod_sections
11 [] Relsted tems X a ¥ 9 Fublic left Mone 14 mod_related_tems
12 [ wirapper *x @& 10 Puhblic left Mane 31 miod_swrapper

We need to change module positions, let’s do the top menu first, check the box next to top
menu and then click the ‘edit’ graphic in the top right row of buttons, it looks like this

&

Eciit

When you do this you will see a page like the one below:

BSite Module: Edit [ Top Menu ]

Details Pages / kems
Title: Top Menu henu tem Links):
A
Shaw title: @ o O ves =
G ~ Mone
Posttion: |

Unassigned

Module Crder: E

Access Level ~ mainmenu | Home
|Registered mainmenu | Joomlal License
IS Sc:ial v mainrmenu | News
e mainmenu | Blog

Fublizhed: mainmenu | Links
Otio @ ves rnaitnenu | Contact L

mainmenu | Search

1D 17 mairimeri | Mews Feeds
De=zcription: Dizplays & menu. malnmen | FAQs

rnainmenu | Wiapper
Parameters

| othermenu | Joomlal Home:
Menu Class Suffix ¥ | othermenu | Joomlal Forums
: | othermenu | 0SM Home

Module Class Suffix | othermenu | Administrator

| tapmenu | Hame
|
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From the drop down list next to the word ‘position’ select ‘user 1’ and then click save from
the top right row of buttons. Now you need to do this with each of the following:

e Scarch — user 2

e Login form — user 3 and also select ‘All’ from the right hand menu items/links
e Popular — user 4 and also select ‘All’ from the right hand menu items/links

e Latest news — user 5 and also select ‘All’ from the right hand menu items/links

Let’s leave user 6, the optional entry we made empty for now. The other task that needs to
be carried out before we take a look is to make sure no other modules are in positions we
are using. Once you’ve made those changes let’s visit the site and take a look.

What we should have is something that doesn’t look too pretty, but don’t worry yet, and
looks something like this:

Meny Site
Home Contact Us Hews Links search...
LOGIN FORM
Usernatme
FOPLULAR LATEST HEWS
Pazsword Example FAG kem 2 @ Hewsflash 3
Example FAQ hemn 1 Hewsflash 1
Hewsflash 2

[ Remember me Example Hews em 1

Example Hews item 2

Example Hews kem 1

@
o
@ Example Hews ltem 4
@
L] Example Hews itemn 4

o o 00

Login

Lost Password?
Mo account vety Register

Hame

Welcome to Joomia!

SEIUFGEY, 1L .

If wou've read anything at all about Content Management Syatems (CMS], wou'll probakbly knove at least three things: CMS are the most exciting
weay to do business, CMS can he really, | mean really, complicated and lastly Portals are absolutely, outrageously, often spaffordabiy
EXpEnsive.

Joomla! iz =et to change all that ... Joomla! is different from the normal models for pottal software. For s star, it's not
complicated. Joomlal has heen developed far the masses. t's licensed under the GMUIGPL license, easy to install
and administer and reliable. Joomlal doesnt even reguire the user or administrator of the syatem to knowe HTHL 10
operste it onee it's up and running.

Example Caption

Las clated [ *

Read more...

Newsflash 1 Newsflash 2

Now we need to make some adjustments before we move onto the theme and get this

looking good.
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The first thing you will notice is the popular and latest news are not aligning at the top of
the table they are in, so let’s make an adjustment to solve that.

23 <tr>

Z4 <tdr<table width="100%" cellpadding="0" cellspacing="0":>
Zh <tr>

ZE <td valign="top"><?php mosLoadModulez | 'userd' ); ?></td>
z7 <td valign="top"><?php mosLoadModulez | 'userd' ); ?></td>
Zg <td valign="tnp'1}<?php mosLoadModules [ 'users' ) ?r<ftds
o <ftr>

As you can see from the graphic above we have added this:
valign="top"

Into the td tag on lines 26, 27 and 28 this will ensure the top of the three modules in this

table all align, if we save and upload the index.php file and take a look at the site it now
looks like this:

Mewy Site
Home Contact Us Hews Links search...
LOGIN FORR FOFLULAR LATEST NEWS

U=zername @ Example FAQ Hem 2 @ Hewsflash 3
@ Example FAQ Rem 1 @ Hewsflash 1

Pazzward & Example Hews ltemm 4 & Hewsflash 2
@ Example Hews em 1 @ Example Hews tem 1
@ Example Hews lkemn 2 @ Example Hews iltem 4

D Remember me
Login

Lost Password?
Mo account vet? Register

For now we will leave the index.php file and move onto the theme, we will need to come

back to it so leave it open in PHP Designer 2006. In the next section we will start to add
our own colour scheme and make the site look a bit more pleasing.
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Chapter 6: Step Four — Adjust The Style Sheet

Here’s where the fun really starts. Now we can start making this template look good. Even
though we are not using any graphics we still need a colour scheme. We need to decide
what colour links, borders, backgrounds etc are going to be.

So, before we dive into the style sheet let’s choose a colour scheme. If you have difficulty
choosing a colour scheme I would suggest visiting this site:

Colour Scheme generator

http://wellstyled.com/tools/colorscheme2/index-en._html

For this project I am going to use a monochrome blue theme with a flash of orange, as blue
seems to be the most popular colour for our template downloads.

Here is the range of colours we will be using, you can however choose B ioose:
|

your own colours to suit your site. We won’t be using all of them, just F00457T

. . I #EFE4TT

thqse approptiate tfor our needs. If you are looking at this in black and G e
white you will need to use the colour codes after each block to get the | 4

actual colours. P #52sa00

#PFOFEF

. X R L. HEECO&0

The first step for this section is to open the style sheet file, this is called o

template_css.css and is found in the css folder that is in the dufferl B #5esroo

folder on your PC. STIEeEE

HFFEGS0

. . . . #DSEFFF

Open it using PHP Designer 2006 and if you scroll to the bottom of the fiisney

file you should see there is around 634 lines in this file. The majority we B ¥::0000
, . . . Bl izaoosE

won’t be using, but we will be adding some new styles to the file and

editing others.

You should also still have index.php open, because for some of the changes we make we
also need to make some small additions to this file.

So, let’s get on with it.

The Site Name

The first thing we need to look at is the site name. Let’s be honest it’s ridiculously small at
present. But there are other considerations. Firstly search engines like header text, that is
text set with H1 or H2 tags and chances are that this text will be used by search engines
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because it’s first on your page. Secondly we want to frame the menu below the site name,
rather than just have it hanging there. It would also be good to have some space between
the top of the page and the site name. We don’t want it squashed against the roof of the

page.

The great thing is we can do all of this with the style sheet. But, before we do that we need
to wrap the site name tag with H1 tags. So, back to index.php and change line 13, which
looks like this:

4 4 neacs
10 <hody>

11 <table align="CENTER" width="700" cellpadding="0" cellspacing="0">
2 ) o

13 | <tdr<?php echo {mosConfig sSitename; ?»</td>

14 </tr>

So that it looks like this:

10 <body>

11 <table align="CENTER" width="700" cellpadding="0" cellspacing="0":>
Lzi<trs

1z <tdr<hl><?php echo $mosConfig sitensme; ?><Hh1ﬂ<ftd>

14 </tr>

As you can see we have put <h1> before the Joomla tag and </h1> after it, this tag closes
the H1 formatting, if we didn’t do this the whole page would turn into H1. This means the
site name will be formatted as heading one text, in other words ‘big’. So, save and upload
the new index.php file and take a look, you’ll see the site name is now a bit bigger, but we
still need to do some more work.

To achieve the rest of our desired look we need to add some new code to the style sheet.
Back to PHP Designer 2006 and template_css.css. Scroll right to the bottom of the file.
What we are going to do is create a style for H1 tags. So, you should be looking at around
line 634 and the last thing you should see in this file is this:
span.article_seperator {
display: block;
height: 1.5em;

So we know what we’ve added, we are going to add a comment like this:

/*we will add our extra tags under here */
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So add that just below the very last curly bracket }. You will notice this sentence starts with
/* and ends with */ this tells the browser to ignore what’s in between. It’s called
commenting out. So if later on I ask you to comment something out this is what you need
to do.

We are going to add our code below this. This is what we are going to add:

h1{
font-size: 17px;
font-weight: bold,;
margin-top: 20px;
margin-bottom: 0;
border-bottom: 7px solid #0055B3;
padding-bottom: 3px;

b

Let’s go through each line just so we have some idea of what and why we are adding it.

e font-size: obviously this sets the size of the font

e font-weight: sets the font to bold

e margin-top: this sets a 20 pixel margin outside the font area

e margin-bottom: this sets a zero margin outside the font area at the bottom

e border-bottom: this puts a 7 pixel deep border along the bottom of the area and sets
the colour of the border

e padding-bottom: this sets a distance between the text and the border

So, cut and paste it into template_css.css then save the file and upload the new
template_css.css to:

/templates/dufferl/css/

This will overwrite the existing file. Browse to your web site and hold down Cttl and while
holding it down hit F5, this will hard refresh the page causing your browser to re-read the
CSS file, your page should now look like this:

Mew Site
|
Home Contact Us Hews Links search...
LOGIN FORR FOFPULAR LATEST MNEWS
Uzername @ Example FAQ Kkem 2 @ Hewsflash 3
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It’s starting to take shape, the site name looks better, a nice gap between it and the top of
the page and the border makes a good frame for the menu below it. feel free to make
changes, you can change the border colour and thickness, margin sizes, padding, font size
to whatever you want.

Next we are going to look at the top menu.

The Top Menu

The top menu is the horizontal menu right under the site name. There’s a couple of things
we want to do here. Firstly there is a 2 pixel gap between the border/background of each
menu item and the bottom border or the site name. We want these to touch to make it look
like the hover is dropping out of that border. We need to change the background colour
when we hover over a menu item and the text colour of the links. Finally we want to add a
bottom margin to give us some white space between the menu and the next items, below it,
on the page.

Let’s get started!

Again we need to open zemplate_css.css and index.php in PHP Designer 2006. The first thing
we need to do is get rid of that white space between the menu and the bottom of the site
name border. If you are using Internet Explorer you won’t be seeing this small gap, it’s only
showing in FireFox browsers.

We must take two steps; first lets deal with index.php. Because we have two columns in this
table browsers will naturally place items aligned vertically in the middle, we want our menu
to be aligned at the top, flush with the bottom border of the site name. So, lets make a
small addition to the <td> tag for this column. Go to line 18 and add this in the <td> tag:

valign="top"

It should now look like this:

17 <trx
1= <td valign="tnp"ﬂ<?php mosLoadModules [ 'userl' ) ?r</tcds

Save the index.php file and upload it to the dufferl folder, that is at /templates/dufferl/

The next step is to edit template_css.css and we need to find line 328, take a look below to
locate it:

z7 font-family: Arizsl, Helwetica, Sans Serif:
2 hine-height: 120%:
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What we need to do is ‘comment out’ line 328, the one that refers to line height, to do this
use the /* at the beginning of the line and */ at the end of the line, it should look like this
once you have done it.

327 font-family: Arizsl, Helwetica, Sans Serif:
azg /*line-height: 120%:%/]

If you want to check and make sure that has worked save and upload the template_css.css

file.

Now we need to change the colour when you hover over a link and the border line between
each menu item, so scroll to line 96 in template_css.css and it looks like this:

Sk color: HLLff:
98 hackgruund: Hoad4934;

Change the code for the background colour to # 0055B3 so it now looks like this:

=3 color: HEff:
96 background: #0055E3 ;]|

Now scroll to line 78 and change the border-right colour to #0055B3 so it looks like this:

77 white-space: nowrap?
78 horder-right: 1px =olid #DDSSBSJ

Save the file and upload it to check the changes are correct. If you want to make further
changes to this menu these four blocks:

e ul#mainlevel-nav

o ul#mainlevel-nav li

e ul#mainlevel-nav li a

e ul#mainlevel-nav li azhover

Control the look of the top menu, so you can make changes here to the font size, font type
and colours. The final adjustment to this menu is to create some white space below it, this
will help frame it and the items below it on the page.

To do this we need to edit both index.php and template_css.css. So, let’s do index.php first.

Go to line 18, where we have the Joomla tag for the top menu, what we will do is wrap the
tag with a <div> tag. So it looks like this:
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17 <trx
1= ktd valign="top"r<div class="duftopmenu”><?php mosLoadModules [ 'userl' ) ?r</dive</td>
12 <tdr<?php mwosLloadModules ([ 'userz' 1; =< /td>

As you can see we have put this before the Joomla PHP tag:

<div class="duftopmenu">
And this after the Joomla PHP tag:

</div>
What this does is tells the browser to apply that style class to anything in-between those
tags. So now we need to set this class within the template style sheet, so back to
template_css.css and go right to the bottom of the file, we are going to add our new class
after the H1 style we added eatlier.
We are going to add this:

.duftopmenu {

margin-bottom: 50px;

This will set a 50 pixel margin at the bottom of the menu and now the bottom of your
template_css.css file should look like this.

26 f*%we will add our extra tags under here */

&

[=3c1 hl{

a37 font-zsize: 17px;

535 font—weight: bold;
539 margin-top: Z20px;
£40 margin-bottom: 0O;
g4l horder-hottom: 7px =olid H#O0OS55E3;
Edz padding-bottom: 3px;
53 Il

gdd

£45 duftopmenu

£45 margin-bottom: 50px;

547 1]

sAO

Save both the index.php and template_css.css files and upload them to the dufferl folder
on your web site. Remember the index.php file goes in the dufferl folder and the
template_css.css file goes in dufferl/css folder.

Go to your web site and do a hard refresh (Ctrl F5) and take a look. As you can see it’s
starting to take shape. Next we need to take a look at the search box.
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The Search Box

Our next task is to get the search box in position and looking right. What we want to do is
move it up to the top, about 2 pixels below the site name border, align it flush to the right
of the page and change the border colour to match our colour scheme.

Hopefully by now you are getting the hang of editing and uploading the files, once again we
need index.php and template_css.css open in PHP Designer 2006.

Let’s get started.

First task is to get it aligned at the top, so we edit index.php line 19 and we add the align
top command to the <td> tag.

valign="top"

It should look like this when you’ve done that:

s <td wvalign="top"r<div clazz="duftopmenu”><?php mosLoadModulez | 'userl' ); ?r</dive< td>
13 <td valign="t0pﬂb<?php mosLoadModules | 'userz' J; ?roftdr

save the index.php file and upload it to your web site, into the duffer] folder. Next we edit
template_css.css and go to the bottom of the file, here we need to add this:

.search{
float: right;
margin-top: 2px;

This will move the search box to the right and add a small, 2 pixel gap at the top. The
bottom of your template_css.css file should now look like this:

£43 b

cdd

645 TAduftopmenu |

=41 margin-hottom: S0px:
£47 b

542 .searchi

£49 float: right:
SE0 margin-top: Zpx:
EEL 1|

&6EE

Save the file and upload it to /templates/dufferl/css/
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Now we need to change the colour of the border used for the input box so that it matches
our colour scheme. To do this we need to go to line 402 and let’s change the colour to

#0055B3 so it looks like this:

401

40z ,inputhox {

403 padding: =Z2px;

404 border:sclid 1px #0055B3:
40k bhackground-color: HEfffff:
406 }

Save the file and upload.

Now if you browse to your site the box should be aligned and in your colours. You will also
notice that the login form input boxes have also changed colour and are now blue to match
the search box.

Next we need to tackle the three columns that hold the login box, popular links and latest
news links.

Login Box, Popular, Latest News

We need to make some major changes to the style for these areas. The background image
behind the titles needs to go and we need to format them so they fit our clean style.

So let’s start with the header row for each of the columns, at present it uses a background
image to give it a silver background. We are going to remove this and instead have a single
one pixel border at the bottom of each header.

To do this we need to edit template_css.css at line 465, we are going to comment out the
‘background’ style, change the text colour to #0055B3, remove the left padding, change the
font size to 14 pixels and finally add our bottom border. The section now looks like this:

453

44 table . moduletable th, div.moduletable h3 |
455 {*hackground: url(../images/subhead bg.png) repeat-x;*/
4EE color: HOOSSES:

487 text-align: left;

458 padding-left: Opx;

483 height: Z1px;

470 line-height: Z1lpx;

471 font—-weight: hbold;

47z font-=sizre: 14px;

4732 text-transform: uppercase;

474 margin: 0 0 Zpx 0O;

475 horder-bhottom: 1px =olid #DDSSBSh
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If we don’t want the words upper case we comment out the ‘text-transform’ line, if you
don’t want them bold comment out the ‘font-weight’ line, it’s pretty simple really.

Next we need to get rid of the red hyperlinks and change their colour. To do this we need
to scroll to line 336, now here you can make them any colour you want, I’'m going to use
our blue #0055B3. We also need to change the colour when we hover over the link, so let’s
set this to the orange from our list of colours #FF8000, plus we’ll add an underline to the
hover state. So this class now looks like this:

333

224 /% Joomla core stuff */f

235 a:link, a:visited {

336 color: #H#OOS55E3; text-decoration: none;
337 font—weight: bold;

338 )

333

340 athovrer f{

241 color: H#FFS000; text-decoration: underline;|
242 font—-weight: bold;

343 )

Next we need to address the image used for the bullets and the fact the lists are very close
to the top of the columns. For this we need to scroll to line 300 and adjust it so it looks like
this:

a7

z3s ul

zam {

00 margin: 0O;

01 margin-top: 10p=;

z0z padding: 0O;

303 1ist—style—type|: Iquare;

z04 list-=style-position: inside;
305 )

20

o Bjer i bl

308 {

z02 line-height: 1Spx:

210 f*padding-left: 15px;

z11 padding-top: Opx:

217 hackground-imwmage: urli../imwages/arrow. pnogl ;
zl2 background-repeat: no-repeat:
314 hackground-pogition: Opx Z2pH: */
315 )

As you can see we have added margin-top: 10px; to line 301 in the ‘ul’ class and

commented out lines 309 to 313 in the ‘I’ class. We have also changed line 303 to list-style-
type ‘square’ (type needed adding to handle Internet Explorer) for the bullet type. We also
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added ‘list-style-position’ so that the bullets line up with the left edge of the title. Save the
file and upload, now go and take a look.

As you can see we still have the login box to deal with, especially the login button itself. So,
let’s get to line 386 in the template_css.css file. This sets the attributes for the button and
we’ll change it to look like this:

385

386 .bhutton {

as7 color: HOODSSES:

288 font-family: ALrial, Hewvlwvetica, sans-serif;
383 text-align: center:

220 font-size: 1lp=:;

391 font—-weight: bold;

39E horder-top: 1px =3olid HOOS5ES;
393 border-right: 1px =olid HOOS55E3;
394 horder-left: 1px =olid #OOS55E3;
395 bhorder-hottom: 1px =olid HOOSS5E3;
396 background: Hfff;

237 f*horder: 3px double foooooo:

393 width: auto:

393 hackground: urli..fimagesfhuttun_hg.png] repeat-x;
400 padding: Opx Spx:»

401 line-height: 18px !'important:

40 line-height: lapx;

403 height: 26px !important;

404 height: Z4px;*/

405 margin: be;

405 }

First we commented out lines 397 to 404, using /* and */ then changed the ‘colot’ style to
#0055B3 and we added these five rows to create a button with a white background and a
solid blue 1 pixel border:

border-top: 1px solid #0055B3;
border-right: 1px solid #0055B3;
border-left: 1px solid #0055B3;
border-bottom: 1px solid #0055B3;
background: #tff;

We have also changed the margin to 2 pixels, this is so Internet Explorer (yuk) doesn’t push
the button right up to the previous item. This gives us a button that looks like this:

The final thing we need to do is add some white space below it.

To do this we need to wrap the Joomla PHP tag with another <div> tag and create a new
style at the bottom of our style sheet. So find line 26 in index.php and it will look like this:
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<td valign="top"><?php mosLoadModules ('uset3"); ?></td>

We need to change it to look like this:

Z5 Ltr>

ZE ktd valign="top"r<div class="duflogin"><?php mosLoadModules [ 'userd' j: ?e</dive< td»
27 <td valign="top"><?phh mosLoadModules [ 'userd' ) ?r</tdr

z8 <td wvalign="top"»<?php mozloadModules [ 'userS' ) ?roftds

As you can see we have added this before the tag:
<div class="duflogin">

And this after the tag:
</div>

Now go to template_css.css and scroll to the very bottom and add this:
.duflogin {

margin-bottom: 20px;

}

It should look like this:
6EZ Tduftopmenu |
653 margin-hottom: S0px:
554 h
5655 .searchi
(4 float: right:
557 margin-top: Zpx:;
£E55 h
652 Sduflogin |
560 margin-hottom: ZDpxﬂ
E61 h
=17

Now save both files and upload them to your website, browse to your web page and do a
hard refresh (Ctrl F5). Next we’ll take a look at the pathway.

The Pathway

The pathway is a breadcrumb menu that tracks a users position relative to the home page.
We need to make a few changes to get this to fit into our design. First we need to edit
index.php and set a <div> tag around the Joomla pathway tag.
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To do this go to line 33 and change it from:
<td><?php mosPathWay(); »></td>
To this:
<td><div id="pathway_text"><rphp mosPathWay(); ?></div></td>
You can see we have added <div id="pathway_text"> before the Joomla tag and </div>
after it. Now we can go to template_css.css and make some changes to the style that is

already there for the pathway. We find this starting on line 35 and we need to change it to
look like this:

[}
r

&t #pathway text |

36 overflow: hidden;

37 display: block;

38 height: Z25px;

4 line-height: 25px 'important;
40 line-height: 22Zpx;

41 padding-left: 4px;

4z border-hottom: 1px solid #O0OS5S5E3;
43 margin-bottom: Zpx;

44 font-=ize: 1Z2px;

4K color: HOOSEE3:

45}

42 #pathway text img {

43 margin-left: Spx;
Eo margin-right: 5S5px;
£l margin-top: oGpx;

As you can see we have changed line 42 so that it reads ‘border-bottom’ instead of just
‘border’ and we have changed the colour to our blue. Next we added lines 44 and 45 to
change the font size and colour.

That’s the pathway complete, save index.php and template_css.css and upload them to your
website. We are almost finished, next we need to look at the main body area.

The Main Body Area

This is the area that contains all of your site contents. We are going to go through the main
area styles all in one go. We are going to make sure we cover all the items on internal pages
such as FAQ lists and dynamic section and category areas. But let’s get started with page
titles, at present they are still in the original red and that doesn’t fit with the colour of our
site.
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We need to dive into template_css.css again and navigate to line 434 and change it so it

looks like this:

434
435
436
437
433
433
440
441

.contentheading
height: S0px:

color: #FFBDDd;

font—weight: bold;

font-=ize: l4px:;

white—-space: nowrap:
B

We have changed line 437 so the colour code is now orange #FF8000.

Next we want to change the component heading, if you browse to the news section of your
site you’ll see it still uses the grey background graphic. You’ll find this on line 417, we will
change it as follows:

417 .componentheading |

418 Jd*hackground: url(../images/subhead bg.png) rEpeat—x;*ﬂ
419 color: HAEGRAEAAA;

420 text-align: left;

471 padding-top: 4p=;

4zz padding-left: 4px;

423 height: Z1px;

474 font—weight: bold;

4z5 font-=ize: 1l0px:

4zZ6 text-transform: uppercase;
427

4728 }

As you can see we have commented out the background item. Next we need to adjust the
‘back’ button that appears on each section page. You'll find this at line 265, change it to the

tollowing:
zet .hack button |
ZER float: lefro:
267 color: HOOSEES:
ZES font-family: Arial, Hewvlwvetica, sans-serif;
269 text-align: center;
270 font-zize: 11px;
271 font—weight: bold;
ZRE horder-top: 1px solid H#OOSE5ES;
27 horder-right: 1px =solid #O0OS5S5E3S;
274 horder-left: 1px solid H#O0OS55E3S;
275 horder-hottom: 1px =solid HOOS55ES;
E7E hackground: #H#fff:
77 padding: 3hx;
78}
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You can see we’ve made some major changes to this button. Next we need to edit the page
navigation for news items and other dynamic content. This is under the pagenav class
tound on line 280 and we need to change it to this:

ze20 .pagenav

Zzl color: HOOSSES:

282 font-family: ALrial, Hevlwvetica, =sans-serif:;
283 text-align: center:

zad font-=sizre: 1lpx:;

Z85 font—-weight: bold;

ZB8 horder-top: 1px =solid HOOS5ES;
Z87 horder-right: 1px =olid HOOS5E3;
ZE8 horder-left: 1px =olid HOOS5E3;
Z89 horder-hottom: 1px =solid HOOSS5E3;
a0 hackground: H£ff:

- padding: 3pxﬂ

Z9z width: auto;

Z93 padding: Opx 10px;

Z9d line-height: Z0px;

Z9E margin: 1px:

Next we change the table of contents heading that appears with multiple page articles, this
is on line 554 and called table.contenttoc. We change it as follows:

n

4 tabhle.contenttoc th {

=

EEE d*hackground: url(../images/subhead by.png) repeat-x;%/
EEg horder-hottom: 1lpx =olid #DDESBSJ
EE7 color: HGOGAGE66;

EES text-align: left;

EE2 padding-top: Zp=;

L&l padding-left: 4px;

EEl height: Z1px;

L&z font—-weight: hbold;

=1 4c font-sgize: 1l0px;

Egd text-transform: uppercase;

E&E }

We also need to change the border colour that surrounds these mini table of contents to

#0055B3, we find this on line 543, change as follows:

£43 tahle.contenttoc {

544 horder: 1px solid #0055B3):
L45 padding: Zpx:;

L4g margin-left: Zpx;

£47 margin-bhottom: =2px:

545 )

Now you can save the file and upload it to your web site. If you browse through your site
you will now see that everything is now styled in your colours, you’ve created a really
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simple, clean design, with no graphics. But much more than that you’ve learned a hell of a
lot about Joomla templates. And it doesn’t stop here.

There’s one more thing we must cover and another couple of things that would be useful
to know. So let’s start with the important stuff.

Bits and Pieces

One thing that we haven’t covered yet is the user menu. We haven’t put it anywhere on our
design and if we have a login box we also need the user menu. So, let’s look at that next.

The first step is to login to your Joomla administrator section and navigate to ‘modules >
site modules’ then select ‘user menu’ and click edit. You need to set ‘show title’ to no and
position to ‘user3’ — this puts it in the same box as our login form, but it’s only visible when
a user is logged in. When you are done it should look like this:

Details
Title: zer bernu
Shovw title: ® o O ves
Position: .userS v
fdociule Crder: .2::L|ser|‘--1|3r‘|u A
Access Level Puhlic ~ -.
Hemqiztered
| Special W
Fublished: O o @ ves
(33 2

Click save and on the resulting page make sure that the menu is positioned below the login
form, it should look like this:

17 [] Login Farm

Ly
4

18 [] User henu =

1A

If the user menu is above the login form hit the little blue arrow to knock it below it. This

is because we want the menu to appear below the users name and logout button when they
are logged in.

If you go to your web sites front page and login using the login form (use your admin
username and password) you will see it looks pretty ugly, something like this:
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LOGIN FORM POPULAR LATE
i E le Hews tem 4 H

= Example Hews kem = He

= Example FAQ Hem 2 = He

vaur Details = Example FAQ Hem 1 = He

= Example Hews temn 1 s Exi

Submit Hews = Example Hews tem 2 s Exi

Submit WeblLink

Check-In My Hems

Logout

Home

We need to fix this otherwise our users are not going to have a good experience. To do this
we need to go back to template_css.css and find line 567 and change it so it looks like this:

LEE

Le? a.mainlevel:1link, a.mainlevel:visited |
&8 fdisplay: block:

LE9 background: urli..fimages!menu_hg.png] no-repeat:;
E70 vertical-align: middle; */
L7l font-=zize: 1llpx:

L7z font—-weight: bold;

E7z color: HOOSSE3:

L74 text-align: left:

L7E padding-top: 5Spx:

L7e padding-left: 10px:

E77 S*height: 20px !'important:
L7 height: Z5px:

579 width: 100%:+*/

L0 text-decoration: none:;

L4=3

L8z

22 a.mainlevrel :hovrer |

Egd S *hackground-position: Opx -Z5px:*f
=5 text-decoration: underline;
=1 color: HFFS00O0;

Ea7 )

Laa

t22 a.mainlevelffactive menu {

=0 color: #O0OS55E3 ;

Lol font—-weight: bold;

Loz}

a3

£54 a.mainlevelffactive menu:hover |
B3k color: HFFE00O0;

Lag '}

As you can see we have commented out lines 568, 569 and 570, then we comment out lines
577, 578 and 579, finally we comment out line 584. We have then changed the link colours
so that they are blue and turn orange on hover.
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The final result will now look like this to a logged in user:

LOGIN FORM POPULAR LATE!
Hi, 0

s Example Hews tem 4 s Hew

= Example FAQ kem 2 s Hew

Your Details = Example FAQ tem 1 = Hew

Submit Hews = Example Hews tem 1 = Exan

Submit WeblLink = Example Hews ltemn 2 = Exan

Check-In My tems
Logout

The change we have just made will also affect the main menu and other menu.

Finally let’s get rid of those email, PDF and print images that come with the standard
template. What I’ve found is that if you just delete them they are replaced with some nice
graphics, these 2 2] 2 in fact. So, FTP into your web site and go to templates > dufferl
> images once in this folder you need to delete these three images:

e cmailButton.png
e pdf_button.png
e printButton.png

It’s best to also delete these from the duffer] folder on your PC as well, as this is important
for the next chapter. Upload the template_css.css file and check out your site. Before we
move on to the next chapter we still have one section to deal with, the optional section.

The Optional Section

If you remember back to our layout we put an ‘optional’ tag at the bottom of the page just
above the footer. The reason I added this was twofold. Firstly, to give us a place on the
page to place an extra item, but also to run through how we can create a custom module
that contains our own text.

So, let’s create a custom module first. This is really easy and all done from the administrator
section.

Login to your Joomla administrator and navigate to modules > site modules. Once there
you will see the graphic navigation buttons at the top right. From here select the

‘new’ button (shown on the right). a
When you do this you will be presented with a form to complete, complete this "
so it looks like this:
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Bsne Module: New

Details

Title: optiohal area

Shov title: Bing O ves

Position: [ Lzerf |

hodule Crder: | v-

Access Level | Publ [~

Registered |

| Special ~||

Publizhed: O rn & ves

IC:

Description; Custom Module

So, we have called it ‘optional area’ set ‘show title’ to no, positioned it in the ‘user6’ slot and
set it to published. Now scroll down to the big text area at the bottom of the form and
enter some text. Enter anything you want but try to add a couple of sentences for now.

Now click save and browse to your web site. Scroll to the bottom of the page and you
should see our new module in position just above the footer, like this.

More...

= Hewsflash 3
Thiz iz =ome extra text to give an example of what the optional area module looks like that we have just created in Joomla administrator.

(C) 2006 New Site
As you can see it’s not formatted very well, so we need to add a style to it. We are going to
do this the same we have for other areas on the index page by adding <div> tags around
the Joomla tag in the index.php file. So open up index.php and change line 39 so it looks
like this:

38 <tr>
a0 <tdr<div class="dufoptional”™><?php mosLoadModules [ 'usera' |: ?><£div>|-<ftd>
40 </ tr>

As you can see we have added this before the Joomla tag:
<div class="dufoptional">

And this after it:
</div>
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Our next task is to create the style in template_css.css. We will add this at the very bottom
of the file. What we want to do is create an area for this text that highlights it and separates

it from the text above and footer below.
Add this:

.dufoptional {
margin-bottom: 20px;
margin-top: 20px;

border: 1px solid #0055B3;
padding: 3px;

background: #fff;

j

The bottom of your template_css.css file should now look like this:

JAuflogin {
margin-hottom: =20px;

TdAufoptional
margin-hottom: =20px;
margin-top: 20px;

bhorder: 1lpx solid #00OS55E3;
padding: 3px;

background: #L£ff;

L TR R R . (O (R R .
e e e e e e ey
0, T PO T S V< T T

W

And the bottom of your web page should look like this:

s Hewsflash 3

Thiz iz some extra text to give an example of what the optional area module looks like that we have just created in Joomla administrator.

() 2006 Mew Ste

As you can see we have added a blue border, some white space above
and below and some padding inside the bordered area. You can create
modules for every page, which gives you great flexibility in what you
display in this area. To do this you need to adjust the settings of each
module and select which menu links you want your new module to show
up on.

Believe it or not that’s it. Your template is complete. All we need to do
now is package it.

Pages | kems

Menu tem Link(=):
MHone
Unaszigned

mainmenu | Home
mainmenu | Joomlal License
mainmenu | Mews
mainmenu | Blog

mainmeru | Links
mainment | Contact Lz
mainmenu | Search
mainmenu | Mews Feeds
mainmenu | F&ls

« | mainmenu | Wrapper
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W3C Validation

One thing we need to do is just make sure the template is W3C valid, by going to
http://validator.w3.org we can enter the full URL of our site and see if it validates.

Validate Your Markup

M Lol by 1111 R T R ——

Address: |http:f,fduﬁer1.combtail.com| |[ Check ]

Enter the URL of the page you want to check. Advanced options are availatlie from the Extended Interface.

What you will see is this error:

This page is not Valid XHTML 1.0 Transitional!

Eelow are the results of checking this document for XML well-formedness and validity.
i Ling 13 column 20 value of attribute "align” cannot be "CENTER"; must be one of "left”, "center”, "right".

<table align="CENTERm'l'__ width="700" cellpadding="0" cellspacing="0">
The value of the attribute is defined to be one of a list of possible walues but in the document it contained something that is not

allowed for that type of attribute. For instance, the "selected” attribute must be either minimized as "selected" or spelled out in
full ag "selected="selected"" avalue like "selected="trua""is not allowed.

PHP Designer 2006 has spelt ‘center’ with capital letters, we need to change this to lower
case and re-validate the page. When we do this we see the page is valid W3C XHTML

Transitional.

This Page Is Valid XHTML 1.0 Transitional!

Tip Of The Day: Use the al t attribute to describe the function of each visual

The document located at <http:/fduffer! combtail comi= was checked and found to be valid XHTRKL 1.0 Transitional. This
means that the resource in guestion identified itself as "XHTML 1.0 Transitional" and that we successiully performed a
formal validation using an SGML or XML Parser {depending on the markup language used).

W3 ;:H;m. To show your readers that you have taken the care to create an interoperable Web page, you may display this
- icon on any page that validates. Here is the HTWL you could use to add this icon to your Web page:

<o
<a href="http://validator. w3 org/check?uri=referer"><img
src="http://www.w3. org/lcons/valid-xhtmll0"
alt="Valid XHTML 1.0 Transiticnal" height="31" width="88" /=</3>
</ip=


http://validator.w3.org/
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Chapter 7: Step Five — Package The template

In basic terms that’s everything done. You have created your first Joomla template and now
you know where everything it will be much easier to create another one. However, to finish
this off and allow you to pass your template onto other people you need to learn how to

package it.

If we package the template then others will be able to install it directly from their Joomla
administrator.

You will need WIN ZIP or a similar application to create the zip package.

Before we move onto that we need to make some adjustments to the templateDetails.xml
tile. Because that still holds information about image files that we are not using anymore.
So, open this file in PHP Designer 2006 and remove the following lines:

<filename>images/arrow.png</filename>
<filename>images/button_bg.png</filename>
<filename>images/contenthead.png</filename>
<filename>images/header_short.jpg</filename>
<filename>images/menu_bg.png</filename>
<filename>images/powetred_by.png</filename>
<filename>images/spacet.png</filename>
<filename>images/subhead_bg.png</filename>
<filename>images/title_back.png</filename>

Your templateDetails.xml file should now look like this:

1 <?xml wversion="1.0" encoding="iso-5559-1"7>

z <mosinstall type="template” wversion="1.0.0">

3 <name>dufferl</name:

4 <creationDate>03/15/06</creationDate>

5 <author>Gary Reid</author:>

3 <copyright:>GHUfGPL</copyright >

7 <authorEmail>gary@combtail.com</authorEmail>

2 <authorUrl:http: ffcombtail.com</authorUrl:>

9 <version>1.0</version:

o] <description>A template created from the duffer's tutor
¢ from the rhuk solarflare ii template developed by rhukérock
11 <files>

1z <filename>index.php</filename:

13 <filename>t,emplat,e_t,humhnail.png<.-"filename>
14 </filesx

15 <images:

15 <filename>:i.mages;"advertisement.png<.-"filename>|
L7 <filename>images/findentl.png</filename:>

1s <filename:>imagesfindent?2.png</filename:>

19 <filename>images/findent3.png</filename:>

z0 <filename:>imagesfindentd.png</filename:

z1 </images:

ZZ k-1 g

23 <filename>cssftemplate_css.css<x’filename>
z4 </css>

zt </mosinstall>
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Save templateDetails.xml. Next we need a screenshot of our template, to replace the one
called template_thunmbnail.png. Take a screenshot of the page and save it so as to
overwrite the current template_thumbnail.png in the dufferl folder on your PC.

Save the file and open windows explorer. Navigate to your :duffert

dufferl folder. It should look like this. X [)ess
ngs [ i::']images
& ]indes. html

You can see the css and images folder and in the main dufferl .

. . & index.php
folder you have 4 files; indexhtml, index.php, B ervplare sl
template_thumbnail.png and templateDetails.xml (2] templateDetails. xrl

id FI:.-I ; :
e Now navigate into the css folder and you should see the
X @ editor_content.css

— @ indexc hem following  files;  editor_content.css, index.html and

ngs :
2 template_css.ces template_css.css.

Finally move up and then down into the images folder, it
1 ntain; rtisement.png, indentl.png, indent2.pn ——
§houd conta ,'adve tisement.png, dentl.p & dent2.png, — - P m———

indent3.png, indent4.png, index.html, rating star.png, B indent1 png

. i ) = |
rating_star_blank.png and spacer.png. " @ indentz,pg
& | indent3.png
ﬁ:v indent4. prig
|&]indes:, html
& | raking_skar.png
& rating_star_blank.png
I’'m going to use WIN ZIP to walk you through the process . spacer.png
which is very easy.

s1dufferliimages

If you have all of these files you are ready to start packaging
the template for Joomla.

Open WIN ZIP and you should see this:

WinZip Wizard - Welcome

Welcome to the Winfip Wizard!

Thiz “Wizard automates the mozt common tazks involving Zip files.
It features:

* Fast access to Zip files in vour Favorite Zip Folders

* Automatic installation of software distibuted in Zip files
* Fast and eazy zipping and unzipping

* Additional support for decading MIM and UUE files

*fou can change your 'F avorite Zip Folders™ i
and other options by clicking the Options button. S

About...
Click the "Mest' button to proceed.
WwinZip Classic | Help ‘ s | Hext > | Cloze |

Click next and select ‘create new zip file’, it should look like this:
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WinZip Wizard - Select Activity,

What do you want to do?

Click on the activity vou wish to perform, then click Mest.

[If you have downloaded a Zip file from the [ntemet or
anather online source and want to install it, chooze Unzip.)

" Unzip or install from an existing Zip file
" |pdate an existing Zip file

(® Create a new Zip file

WinZip Classic ‘ Help ] < Back I Mext > | Cloze ‘

Click next and you will see a screen asking for a filename, type dufferl into the box, like
this:

Chooze a name for your new Zip file, then click Mext.

Tupe the name pou want to uze for your new Zip file, or click
Browse to browse pour syztem; then click Mext.

The current default folder is:
C:ADocuments and Settings\System ___\My Documents

File mame:

Browse...

WirZip Classic I Help J < Back | Next > | Close ‘

Click next and you will see a screen asking you to add files to this zip package. We click the

button that says ‘add folders” and we browse to the dufferl folder on our PC.

2 1dd Folders X

Add Folders oK | 0 Zip
| -
! = Cancel “idld fiolders”,
Falders and disk drives: rer, To

: OWE.
=] @ Desktop ~ MNew...

El- j by Cornputer

o we A 3% Floppy (8] Help
2 DEKZ_VOLT ()

i) Shared Documents

< DVD-RAM Drive (D:)
e DSK2 WOLZ [E:)

© e DSKZ_VOL3(F)

o e DSKZ WOLA (G

[+ ‘j hy Metwork Places -

‘

WirZip Classic | Help ] < Back ‘Zip Now‘ Close

Once we have found it click ‘ok” and you should now see this screen:

55



STEP FIVE: PACKAGE THE TEMPLATE

WinZip Wizard - Select Files [duffer1.zip]

Select items to add, then click “Zip Now" to zip

To select files bo add to your Zip, click "Add files" or “Add folders”,
or drag and drop files or folders from ‘Windows Explorer. To
remove items from the list, select them and click Remowve.

E:\web siteshtemplateshduffer

Addfies.. | Addoiders... | Remove |

Wirdip Classic | Help ‘ <Back |Zip Now‘ Close ]

Now click “Zip Now’ and a zip file will be created in your default WIN ZIP folder, usually
‘My Documents’. That’s it, give that zip file to any Joomla user who doesn’t already have
the duffer] template installed and it will self install. To install all they need do is go to their
Joomla administrator and navigate to ‘site > template manager > site templates’ Click ‘new’
and they will see this screen:

@Q Install new Template | Site |

Upload Package File

Packaoe File: I [ Browse... ] Upload File & Install

Click the browse button and they will be able to locate the dufferl.zip file on their PC, once
done click ‘upload and install’ and it will be installed and they will see this:

%Upload template - Success

dufferi

A template created from the duffer’s tutorial, the template uses a developed version of the C55 file from the rhuk_solarflare_ii template developed by rhuki@rockettheme.com at
(1} ww.rocketth com

[Continue ...

Joomial i LIGPL Licenze.
loam 5 20:00 UTC

That’s it, we have just created a Joomla template package others can install. Best thing is it’s
just really simple.

You have reached the end of this duffer’s guide to creating a Joomla template, you’ve made
a template, found out about Joomla tags to hold content, found your way around the
Joomla css file and finally seen how easy it is to package it for distribution. Now you can
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start making your own Joomla templates. Later in this book we will look at editing this
template to create a two column and a three column template in about 15 minutes. We will
also look at some advanced Joomla template techniques and how we can add some graphics

to our template.

Here’s what our final template looks like:

New Site
Home Contact Us Hews Links |searu:h... |
LOGIN FORM POPULAR LATEST NEWS
Lsernatme
= Example Hews tem 4 = Hewsflash 3
= Example FAQ tem 2 = Hewsflash 1
Password = Example FAQ ltem 1 = Hewsflash 2
= Example Hews item 1 = Example Hews itemn 1
D SRS = Example Hews ltem 2 = Example Hews Hem 4

Lost Password?
Mo account yvet” Register

Home

Welcome te Joomla!

If you've read anything at all about Cortert Management Syatems (CME), you'll probakly know st least three things: CMS are the most exciting
weay to do business, CMS can ke really, | mean reafly, complicated and lastly Portals are absolutely, outrageously, often anaffords bly

Expensive.

Joomlal is 2et to change all that . Joomls! i different from the normal models for portal software. For a star, t's not
complicated. Joomlal has been developed for the masses. s licenzed under the GHNLUIGPL license, easy to install
and adminizter and relishle. Joomlal doesnt even require the user or administratar of the system to know HTHIL to

operate it once it's wp and running.

Example Caption

Joomlal 1.0 - 'Experience the Freedom'l. t has never been easier to
create your oven dynamic site. Manage all your cortert from the best
CME addmin interface.

More...

= Hewsflash 3

Newsflash 2

“esterday all zervers inthe LS, went out on strike in & bid to get more
RaM and better CPUs. A spokes perzon said that the need for better
&M weas due to some fool increasing the front-zide bus speed. In
future, buszes will be told to slowy dowen in residential motherboards.

Thiz iz some extra text to give an example of what the optional area module looks like that we have just crested in Joomla administrator.

[C) 2006 Mew Site
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Chapter 8: Two Column and Three Column Template

We’ve seen just how easy it is to create a Joomla template. And creating the next one is
even easier, because we’ve already done most of the hard work.

First let’s copy the dufferl folder, so open windows explorer and make a copy of the whole
folder. It will probably end up named something like ‘copy of dufferl’; so we need to
rename it ‘duffer?’. Once this is done open the templateDetails.xml file in the ‘duffer?’
folder and change line 3 (hame) to this:

<name>duffer2</name>

Save it and then upload the whole duffer2 folder to the templates folder on your website.
Now go to your Joomla administrator and navigate to ‘site > templates > site templates’
here you will see ‘duffer?’ under the dufferl template we’ve just created. Select the radio
button next to ‘duffer2’ and click ‘default’. Now duffer2 is your sites default template. It
looks the same as dufferl at present but that’s going to change.

Let’s do a really simple change first, open the index.php file in the duffer2 folder using
PHP Designer 2006. Scroll down to line 36 and you should see this:

<td><?php mosMainBody(); ?></td>
What we need to do is remove the Joomla tag for the main body, create a two column
single row table and place the Joomla main body tag in the right column and the Joomla left

tag in the left column. First let’s remove the Joomla tag:

<td></td>

Now click the create table button =4 and create a two column, single row table, it should

document can contain,

General | Properties | Advanced | C35 | | Genersl | Properties | advanced | C55 |

Layout Table Properties

Cols: width: Colpaddig:  aligrment:

— Al B o
2 = [l [&% o Il 6|
Rows:

I Height: Cellspacing:
S e ]
BG Image:

\ I

[ Full path
Border: Border Color: Border Light: Border Dark: BG Color:

\ | | [ (| [ 6 | [ | [
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It should look something like this, with the original <td> tags highlighted for you so you
can see where the table should be:

<td>
<table width="100%" cellpadding="0" cellspacing="0">
<tr>
<td></td>
<td></td>
</tr>
</table>
</td>

Now we need to add the two Joomla tags, one for the left module position and one for the

main body text. They look like this:

<?php mosLoadModules ( 'left' ); »>
<?php mosMainBody(); ?>

You need to place them in this newly created table as follows:

<td>
<table width="100%" cellpadding="0" cellspacing="0">
<tr>
<td><?php mosLoadModules ( 'left'); ?></td>
<td><?php mosMainBody(); ?></td>
</tr>
</table>
</td>

I’ve highlighted them so you can see exactly where they go. Now we need to make a few
changes to the table to ensure it looks okay. The first thing is to ensure our left module gets
aligned at the top of the table cell, to do this we add this

valign="top"
Plus we need to set the width of the left column and to do this we add this:

width="200px"

So now the table looks like this:
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<td>
<table width="100%" cellpadding="0" cellspacing="0">
<tr>
<td width="200px" valign="top" >
<?php mosL.oadModules ('left'); ?></td>
<td _><?php mosMainBody(); ?></td>
</tr>
</table>
</td>

I’ve highlighted these changes in pink so you can see where they go. Notice I have also add
the valign to the main body column too, just in case we have short amounts of text in here.

Finally we need to wrap the left module tag with a <div> class so we can add some
formatting to it, this will look like this:

<td>
<table width="100%" cellpadding="0" cellspacing="0">
<tr>
<td >
<?php mosL.oadModules ( 'left' ); ?>
</td>
<td NG ops > <?php mosMainBody(); ?></td>
</t1;>
</table>
</td>

I’'ve highlighted this green so you can see it. So your index.php file should be looking
something like this:

26 <td>

27 <table widch="100%" cellpadding="0" cell=spacing="0">

28 <Lrx

29 <td width="Z00px" wvalign="top"><div class="dufleft"><?php mosLoadModules [ 'lefr' 1; Zr</divs</td>
40 <td valign="top"><?php mosMainBody(); ?></td>

41 </ tex

4z </tablex

43 </ cdx

Save the index.php file and upload it to the duffer2 folder on your web site. Now open the
template_css.css file in the duffer2/css folder. Scroll to the very bottom and add this:
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.dufleft {
margin-right: 40px;
h

It should look like this now:

574 .dufoptional {

675 margin-hottom: Z0px:
676 margin-top: 20p=:;
E77 horder: 1px =sSolid HOOS5E3:
678 padding: 3px;

E79 bhackground: Hfff:
£50 h

6581 dufleft {

(4 margin-right: 40px;
553 1|

SoA

Save the file and upload it to the css folder in the duffer2 folder on your website. Now
browse to your web site, hard refresh the page (Ctrl F5) and take a look, it should now look
like this:

Home

MAIN MENU Welcome to Joomlal
Home
Joomla! Licenze

Written by Wieh Master

Hews Saturdary, 12 June 2004
Blo
LinEs If wou've read anything at all about Content Management Systems (CWE], vou'll probably knowe at least
Contact Us three things: CMS are the most exciting way to do buziness, CWS can be really, | mean sealiy,
i camplicated and lastly Portals are sheolitely, outrageausly, often upaffordably expensive.
Hews Feeds
Joomlal iz zet to change all that ... Joomlal iz different from the normal
FaQs =L :
Wirapper models for portal software. For a start, it's not complicated. Joamlal has
heen developed for the maszses. t's licensed under the GRLWGPL license,
Joomila! Home eazy toinstall and administer and relisble. Joomlal doesnt even reguire the
Joomila! Forums uzer or adminiztrator of the system to know HTML to operate it once it's up
05M Home = T and running.
Administrator B AR IeT
SYNDICATE Last Updated ¢ Saturday, 12 June 2004 )

Read more...

Newsflash 1 Newsflash 2

Wiritten by Administrator Written by Administrator

Monday, 09 August 2004 Monday, 02 August 2004

Joomlal 1.0 - 'Experience the Freedom'l. |t has Westerday all servers inthe LS, went out on

never been easier to create your own dynamic ztrike i a bid to get more RAM and better CPUs, &

zite. Manage all vour contert from the best CMS zpokes person said that the need for better RAM

admin intetface. was due tao zome fool increasing the front-zide
bus speed. In future, busses will be told to slaw
dowyn in residential maotherboarcs.

More...

= Hewsflash 3
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Now you can place modules in the ‘left’ position and they will show up on your web site in
that left column. What we’ll do now is create a 3 column template. To do this we simply
copy the dufferl folder again but this time rename the copy as ‘duffer3’. We need to open
templateDetails.xml and change the name tag to duffer3. Then we open index.php from the
duffer3 folder and get to line 36 again. Remember it looks like this:

<td><?php mosMainBody(); ?></td>
We delete the Joomla tag to leave just the <td> tags, like this:
<td></td>

And instead of putting a two column table in between the <td> and </td> tag we put a 3
column table. The html for line 36 in index.php now looks like this:

<td><table width="100%" cellpadding="0" cellspacing="0">
<tr>

<td></td>

<td></td>

<td></td>

</tr>

</table></td>

I’'ve highlighted the original <td> tags that we didn’t delete. Now we have three columns to
fill with Joomla tags, we need to add these three:

<td><table width="100%" cellpadding="0" cellspacing="0">
<tr>

<td><?php mosLoadModules ( 'left"); »></td>

<td><?php mosMainBody(); »></td>

<td><?php mosLoadModules ( 'right' ); ?></td>

</tr>

</table></td>

This time we also need to wrap both the left and right Joomla tags with a <div> class and
make sure we set the width and top align on all three columns.

2B <tE>

36 <tdr<table width="100%" cellpadding="0" cellspacing="0">

37 €£Lr>

33 <td valign="top"™ width="200"><div class="dufleft"><?php mosLoadModules | 'left' j: =< dives</tds
39 <td valign="top"><?php mosMainBodyi(): ?»</td>

40 <td valign="top” widch="200"><div class="dufright"><?php wosLoadModules | 'right!' ;! ?></div>k/td>
41 </ tr>

47 <ftablex</td>
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That’s what the final html should look like. Notice we have set both the left and right
column to 200 pixels wide. To accommodate this we also need to adjust the overall width
of the main table, this is on line 11 and looks like this:

<table align="center" width="700" cellpadding="0" cellspacing="0">

We need to change it to this:

—n

<table align="center" width="850" cellpadding="0" cellspacing="0">

Making it 150 pixels wider. Now save the index.php file back into the duffer3 folder and
open the template_css.css file in the duffer3, css folder. We need to add the following to
the bottom of this file:

dufleft {

}
dufright {

margin-left: 40px;

margin-right: 40px;

This will make sure the 3 columns are not touching each other. Save all of the files and
upload the whole duffer3 folder to the templates directory on your web site. Go to your
Joomla administrator and navigate to sites > templates > site templates and set duffer3 as
default. Now browse to your site and take a look.

New Site
S
Home Contact Us | Hews | Links |
LOGIN FORM POPULAR LATEST NEWS
Username
Example Hews lem 4 Hewsflash 3
Example FAQ ltem 2 Hewsflash 1
Pazsword Example FAQ item 1 Hewsflash 2

Example Hews Hem 1
Example Hews tem 2

Example Hews Hem 1

[ remember me Example Hews lem 4

Lost Password?
Mo sccourt yet? Register

Home

MAIN MENU silal POLLS
Home This Joomla! installation
Joomila! License wWas ...
Hews ) Absolutely simple
E:sﬂs If wou've read anything at sl shout Content Mansgement Systems (CME), vou'll probakly O Reazonshly easy
CaTtasis knowy st least three thlngs:_ CMS are the most exciting wary to do business, CMS can be Nt straight-forward bit |
Search really, | mean really, complicated and lastly Portals are absolutely, outrageously, often P

unafardably expensive.
L‘:WS FEeds ) had o instal extra
W'r(al:per Joomilal i et to change all that - Joomial is different from the server stuff
normal models for portal softweare. For a start, it's not (0) Ihad no idea and got my

Joomla! Home complicated. Joomisl has been developed for the masses. t's friend to oo it
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That’s it, you now have a three column template. To get used to working with the templates
start practicing. Make a few of your own, just remember you can’t break anything so mess
around, see what works for you and what doesn’t. Use the <div> tag to surround Joomla
tags and add basic formatting like margins and colours.

If you want your site to stretch the whole width of the page set the main table width to
100% instead of 850px. Keep trying different things as just about anything is possible. I
hope this has given you some skills that can help inspire you to try making your own
templates, as it would be great to see thousands of people all making their site unique.

In the next section we are going to look at some advanced techniques including adding
some graphics to your page.
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Chapter 9: Advanced Techniques

I want to cover some of the more advanced techniques you can use when developing
Joomla templates. First the use of graphics when creating a template and then some of the
style tags we can add to the Joomla tags to add some extra formatting.

There are some basic ways you can change the look of the templates we have just created
by adding some images. Firstly let’s look at adding a couple of different background images
and see what affect this has on the overall design.

Set your site so it’s using dufferl as the default template. We'll use that for this example.
The first thing we will do is add a background image similar to the one we use on -
http://combtail.com it’s a 50 x 50 pixel square gradient graphic repeated along

the top of the page. The graphic is in our download section in the images folder

and called duf_backl1.jpg and looks like the picture here on the right.

To add this we upload it to the images folder found in the dufferl folder on your web site.
Then we need to edit line 343 of the duffer]l template_css.css and change the line to this:

background: #£ff utl(../images/duf_backl.jpg) repeat-x;

That section now looks like this:

225 hody {

336 margin: 15p=;

337 height: 100%;

338 padding: Op:x;

339 font-family: Arial, Helwetica, Sans Serif;

=40 f*line-height: 120%:%/

341 font-zsize: 11px;

24z color: #333333;

343 hackground: #£ff url(../images/duf bhackl.jpg] repeat-—x:
344 }

Save the file and upload to the css folder in the dufferl folder on your web site. Browse to
your site and do a hard refresh (Ctrl F5) and it should look like this:

New Site
I
Home | Contact Us | Hews | Links | search...
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To tidy up the site name position we may want to increase the margin size to the top of the
page. So, once again we edit template_css.css and find line 658 ‘margin-top’ to 50px, it

looks like this:

654 J7we wlll acdd our exXtra tags uncder here &f

655 hif{

656 font-zirze: 17px:;

657 font—-weight: hbold;

6E3 margin-top: Ebp:-:;

653 margin-bottom: 0O;

aE0 horder-hottom: 7px =olid HOOSS5E3;
661 padding-bottom: 3Spx;

G52 h

Save and upload and take another look at the site, you will see the site name has moved
down. Now we can play around with the background image, but we may need to make
other adjustments depending on what we change it to.

First let’s upload another images, called duf_back3.jpg and make this change to
template_css.css:

background: #£ff url(../images/duf_back3.jpg) repeat-y;

As you can see we have changed the image name and changed the <’ to a y’ this will repeat

the image down the left hand side of the page and will look like this:

New Site

Home Contact Us Hews Links search...

Next let’s use an image to frame the content on the left and right, for this upload
duf_back4.jpg to the images folder of dufferl and make this change to line 343 of

template_css.css:

background: #0055B3 url(../images/duf_back4.jpg) repeat-y;
background-position : center top;

As you can see we have changed the image name and added a line that center’s the image
on the page. Plus we have changed the background colour to #0055B3 so it matches the
blue on the edge of our image.

Upload the saved template_css.css file and take a look at your web site, it should look like
this:
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New Site
Home Contact Us Hews Links search...
LOGIN FORM POPULAR LATEST NEWS

As you can see the content is now framed right and left with our blue background. Simple
changes to your background can be made and can have a great overall effect on your web
page. Use the images supplied as templates to make your own background colours.

Adding a Logo

One of the things you will need to consider if you are packaging templates for other people
is image location. So if you want to add a logo to your template or a header graphic you
would normally use an image tag like this:

<img src=""/templates/dufferl/images/duf back5. jpg" width=""309"
height="63" alt="logo" />

The problem with doing this is that you won’t know whether the user of the template is
going to install Joomla in the root of their web site. They may install it in a folder within the
root. This would mean the above tag wouldn’t find the image, because it’s looking for it in:

/templates/dufferl/images/duf_back5. jpg

The actual position may be:

/joomla/templates/dufferl/images/duf _back5. jpg

So, we can get Joomla to dynamically find all of the path, so we can use a tag like this:

<img src="<?php echo
$mosConfig_live site;?>/templates/dufferl/images/duf back5. jpg"
width="309" height="63" alt="logo" />

What we’ve done is added this to the front of the path to the image:
<?php echo $mosConfig_live_site;?>

This grabs the URL of the site from the Joomla config file and so will always find our
image. We can improve this further by dynamically grabbing the template name as well, as
follows:
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<img src="<?php echo $mosConfig_live_site;?>/templates/<?php echo
"$GLOBALS[cur_template]’; ?>/images/duf_back5.jpg" width="309"
height="63" alt="logo" />

What we have done is replaced ‘duffer]’ in the image path with this Joomla tag:
<?php echo "$GLOBALS[cur_template]'; ?>

Using these Joomla tags in image paths can save a lot of trouble trying to determine exactly
where an image is. So, let’s test it out, upload the duf back5.jpg to the dufferl images
folder and make this change to line 13 of the dufferl index.php:

<td><hl><img src="<?php echo $mosConfig_live_site;?>/templates/<?php
echo "$GLOBALS[cur_template]'; ?>/images/duf_back5.jpg" width="309"
height="63" alt=""logo" /></hl></td>

We removed the Joomla site name tag and put our image tag in between the two <h1>
tags. The file should now look like this:

1z <tr>

1z letds><hil><img sre="<?php echo fmosConfig live site:?:/templates/<?php echo "$GLOBALS[cur template]™: 2:/images/
=¥ duf_backS.ipg" width="309" height="63" alt="logo" /></hlr</td>

14 </tr>

L& LErE>

1& <tdr<table width="100%" cellpadding="0" cellspacing="0">

Save the index file and upload it to the dufferl folder and browse to your site. It should
look like this:

OurLogo |

Home Contact Us Hews Links search...

If you package up the template now it wouldn’t matter where on a persons site they had
Joomla installed the template would still know exactly where it had to find the logo image.
And users can replace the duf_back5.jpg image with their own logo as long as they give
exactly the same name and make it the same size.

Complex Joomla Tags

Joomla does allow for a certain amount of formatting by adding certain switches to each
Joomla tag you add to your template. Normally you would add a tag that looks like this:
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<?php mosLoadModules ( “user2® ); ?>

This then adds Joomla modules that are positioned in the user2 area. However, we can add
a switch to the tag like this:

<?php mosLoadModules ( “user2®, 0 ); ?>

As you can see we have added a comma and 0 (zero) after the user2 tag. Here’s a quick run
through of the various switches you can use and what affect they will have on your content.

e 0 (zero) This is the default display, so modules put in this position [Mgdule Title:

will be stacked in a column, one on top of the other. They will look  odule output:
like this:

[ ] 1 (one) MOdUICS WIH be dlsplayed horizontally, §ﬁ;ﬁﬁ;“flﬁg
tke this: Module sutputs 200 e

e -1 (minus one) Modules are displayed as raw output, so no formatting will be applied
to them

e -2 (minus two) Joomla call this X-Joomla format, I can’t find any description of what
exactly this means but the output uses <div> tags instead of a table for the
formatting.

e -3 (minus three) Joomla help (http://help.joomla.org/content/view/33/125/ )
states that “Modules are displayed in a format that allows, for example, stretchable
rounded corners. This option was introduced in Mambo 4.5.2.1. Again no real
explanation but it uses <div> tags again.

For us duffers we’ll stick to what we know and format using the basic tag and CSS. That
brings us to the end of this tutorial. I hope you have enjoyed it and found it useful. You
should now know your way around the Joomla template system and be capable of putting

together your own simple templates.

Check out the appendices at the end of this book for important information on Joomla tags
and for all of the code used in the creation of this book.

Good luck and happy templating!
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Chapter 10: The ClubTVK Template

Let’s pull together everything we have learned and create one last unique template. We are
going to create the actual template used on the ClubTVK web site. We’ll use the same 5
steps as we did for all the previous templates. However we will condense the tutorial to
cover all the major sections.

Step 1 Grab The Raw Material

Again we are going to start with the rhuk_solarflare_ii template as our raw material. Create
a folder on your PC called ‘clubtvk’ and then download the contents of the
/templates/rhuk_solarflare_ii/ folder from your Joomla web site into this folder on your
PC.

Step 2 Make a Home for the Template

Open PHP Designer 2006 and edit the templateDetails.xml file in your new ‘clubtvk’
folder. Change the name and all of the details we learned about eatlier in chapter 4, page 9.

Once you have done this FTP to your web site, move into the templates folder and upload
the clubtvk folder and all of it’s contents to your web site. Now log into your Joomla
administrator and set the clubtvk template as default.

Step 3 Layout

The layout is very simple, we are going to use a centered table, that is 725 pixels wide, with
one column and 7 rows. Let’s go through each row:

In the top row we are going to put a spacer image and create a div to give us a top border
in our chosen colour. The code looks like this:

<tr>

<td>

<div class="clubtvktop'">
<img src="<?php echo $mosConfig_live_site;?>/templates/<?php echo
"$GLOBALS[cur_template]™; ?>/images/spacer.png"” width="1" height="1" alt=""" />
</div>

</td>

</tr>

As you can see we have wrapped the image path with a div class (highlighted yellow) so we
can format the colour and size of this section in the style sheet. We have also used the
advanced technique in the image path to dynamically get the site URL and template name.
The spacer image is a standard part of the raw material we started with in step one.

In the second row we are going to hard code our site name and our description. The site
name will be H1 and the description H2 — it will look like this:
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<tr>
<td>
<h1>Clubtvk - </h1><br />
<h2>Make a Joomla Template in 5 Easy Steps - A Beginners Guide</h2>
</td>
</tr>

As you can see highlighted in yellow the two H1 tags and the two H2 tags, we will add
styles for these later in the style sheet. Also notice the BR tag (highlighted green) this
ensures the site description we have put in goes onto a new line.

Row 3 is going to hold a custom module, remember we covered how to create a module in
an earlier chapter. Here is the HTML for that row:

<tr>
<td>
<div class="clubtvktext'>
<?php mosLoadModules ( “userl®, =1 ); ?>
</div>
</td>
</tr>

As you can see we have wrapped the Joomla tag with a div tag so we can style it,
highlighted yellow. Most important is we have used the Joomla advanced styling switch (, -
1) highlighted green, to turn off the Joomla formatting. This means our div class can have a
unique effect just on this part. So, you will need to create a module in Joomla and set it to
the userl position, also make sure no other modules are using this position.

Row 4 is where we are going to put the Joomla top menu. The HTML looks like this:

<tr>
<td>
<?php mosLoadModules ( “user2® ); ?>
</td>
</tr>

We don’t need to use a div class style for this because the changes will be made to the top
menu style that already exists in the style sheet.

Row 5 is a bit more complex than the previous rows. Here we need to insert another table

because this row will hold the main body tag in a left column and the left tag in a right
column. Confused? It will become clear. Here’s the HTML:
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<tr>
<td>
<table width="100%" cellpadding="0" cellspacing="0">
<tr>
<td valign=""top">
<div class="clubtvkmbody">
<?php mosMainBody(); ?>
</div>
</td>
<td valign="top"™ width="125">
<div class="clubtvkmenu">
<?php mosLoadModules ( “left® ); ?>
</div>
</td>
</tr>
</table>
</td>
</tr>

Highlighted green is the original table row tags, what we have done is place a single row, 2
column, 100% wide table in between the original <td> tags of that row. We have set the
two <td> tags of this new table to vertically aligh to the top and set the width of the right
column to 125 pixels, this is the column where our main menu and login form will go.

As you can see we have put the main body tag in the left of the two columns and the
Joomla left tag in the right hand column. We used the Joomla left tag because this is the
position that the modules we want in this column naturally appear in a standard Joomla
install. It saves us moving them to somewhere else.

We have also wrapped each Joomla tag with a div class so we can style these sections in the
style sheet.

Row 6 is an optional row again. Added just in case we want to add some unique module at

the bottom of each page. The HTML looks like this:

<tr>
<td>
<div class="clubtvkoptional*>
<?php mosLoadModules ( “user3®, -1 ); ?>
</div>
</td>
</tr>

As you can see we have wrapped the Joomla tag with a div class so we can style it and we
have also added the -1 switch to the Joomla tag to remove any pre-set formatting Joomla

tries to add.

Row 7 is our final row and contains our footer tag:
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<tr>
<td>
<?php include_once("includes/footer.php®); ?>
</td>
</tr>

Nothing fancy here just the Joomla footer tag. So, let’s have a look at the complete HTML
for this layout:

<?php defined( "_VALID_MOS"™ ) or die( "Direct Access to this location is not
allowed.™ );?>
<IDOCTYPE html PUBLIC "-//W3C//DTD XHTML 1.0 Transitional//EN"
“http://www.w3.org/TR/xhtml1/DTD/xhtml1-transitional .dtd">
<html xmIns="http://www.w3.0rg/1999/xhtml"'>
<head>
<?php if ( $my->id ) { initEditor(Q); } ?>
<meta http-equiv=""Content-Type" content="text/html; charset=iso-8859-1" />
<?php mosShowHead(); ?>
<?php echo *"<link rel=\"stylesheet\"
href=\"$GLOBALS[mosConfig_live_site]/templates/$GLOBALS[cur_template]/css/template_cs
s.css\" type=\"text/css\"/>" ; ?><?php echo "<link rel=\"shortcut icon\"
href=\"$GLOBALS[mosConfig_live_site]/images/favicon.ico\" />" ; ?>
</head>
<body>
<table align="center" width="725" cellpadding="0" cellspacing="0">
<tr>

<td><div class="clubtvktop'><img src="<?php echo
$mosConfig_live_site;?>/templates/<?php echo "$GLOBALS[cur_template]";
?>/images/spacer.png" width="1" height="1" alt="" /></div></td>
</tr>
<tr>

<td><h1>Clubtvk - </hl><br /><h2>Make a Joomla Template in 5 Easy Steps - A
Beginners Guide</h2></td>

</tr>
<tr>
<td><div class="clubtvktext"><?php mosLoadModules ( “userl®, -1 );
?></div></td>
</tr>
<tr>
<td><div class="clubtvktop_menu"><?php mosLoadModules ( "user2® );
?></div></td>
</tr>
<tr>
<td><table width="100%" cellpadding=""0" cellspacing="0">
<tr>

<td valign="top'"><div class="clubtvkmbody''><?php mosMainBody();
?></div></td>
<td valign="top" width="125"><div class="clubtvkmenu'><?php mosLoadModules (
"left® ); ?></div></td>
</tr>
</table></td>
</tr>
<tr>
<td><div class="clubtvkoptional'><?php mosLoadModules ( “user3", -1 );
?></div></td>
</tr>
<tr>
<td><?php include_once("includes/footer.php®); ?></td>
</tr>
</table>
</body>
</html>

75



THE CLUBTVK TEMPLATE

That’s how easy it is to create a unique layout. Next we need to save this file and upload it
to the templates/clubtvk folder on our website. Once done we can move onto step 4, the

style sheet.
Step 4 The Style Sheet

Let’s run through this the same way we did for the layout. The first thing we need is some
additions to the style sheet to cover the new style classes we have used in index.php. They
are all added to the bottom of template_css.css in the clubtvk/css folder. Here is the first of
them, it sets the style for the top border we added to the page (the place where the spacer
image is).

-clubtvktop {
background: #CC9933;
padding-bottom: 10px;
}

We have set the colour for the border and made it 10 pixels deep. Next we set the style for
the H1 and H2 tags that surround our site name and description

h1{
font-size: 32px;
color: #663300;
font-weight: bold;
margin-top: 70pXx;
margin-bottom: O;
padding-bottom: 1px;

h2{
font-size: 22px;
color: #996600;
margin-top: Opx;
margin-bottom: O;
padding-bottom: 3px;
}

These two styles are pretty self explanatory, we set the font size, colour and weight, then we
add a margin to give us the desired gap between the text and top/bottom.

The next tag we add to the file is for the text in the custom module, this is where we
stripped away the Joomla formatting using the -1 switch in index.php.

-clubtvktext {
font-size: 18px;
color: #cc9999;
margin-top: 20pXx;
margin-bottom: 20;
padding-left: 40px;
padding-bottom: 3px;
line-height: 100%;
}
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Nothing too scary in that tag, we are just setting the font size and colour as well as the
margins and padding for the area. All straight forward stuff. The next style is for the menu
on the right of the page.

-clubtvkmenu {
padding-left: 10px;
border-left: 1px dashed #cccc99;
s

We’ve put a 10 pixel padding to move the content away from the border and we have
added a left border that is dashed. Next we add the style for the main body content, it looks
like this:

-clubtvkmbody {
padding-right: 10px;
¥

All we have done with this tag is make it pad the main body content away from the border
we added in the previous style. The final style we add here at the bottom is for the optional
box, basically it’s the same as the previous custom module style and looks like this:

-.clubtvkoptional {
font-size: 18px;
color: #cc9999;
margin-top: 20px;
margin-bottom: 20;
padding-left: Opx;
padding-bottom: 20px;
line-height: 100%;
3

The only difference is we have removed the left padding to make this text align with the left
hand side of the page. Let’'s move onto the other changes needed in template_css.css.
These are all modifications to styles that already exist within the file. So, we will start at the
top of the file and work down. The first section we come to that needs changes is the part
that controls the ‘top menu’ it’s controlled by the section called mainlevel-nav and will be
around line 70 in template_css.css. You need it as follows:

ul#mainlevel-nav Ii

{
background-image: none;
padding-left: Opx;
padding-right: Opx;
float: left;
margin: O;
font-size: 16px;
line-height: 21px;
white-space: nowrap;
/*border-right: 1px solid #cccccc;*/

}

As you can see the border is commented out and font size increased.
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Staying with this section let’s go through the rest of the changes:

ul#mainlevel-nav li a

{
display: block;
padding-left: 3px;
padding-right: 3px;
text-decoration: none;
color: #a7a7a7;
background: transparent;

}

#buttons>ul#mainlevel-nav li a { width: auto; }
ul#mainlevel-nav li a:hover

color: #a7a7a7;
background: #f4f4f4;

}

The padding and colours have been changed. That should take care of the top menu
section. Next we will look at the Joomla core stuff, at around line 334 you will find this
section:

/* Joomla core stuff */

a:link, a:visited {
color: #cc9933; text-decoration: none;
/*font-weight: bold;*/

s

azhover {
color: #cccc99; text-decoration: none;
/*font-weight: bold;*/

s

As you can see bold has been commented out and the link colours changed. Next we go to
line 396 and find the button style, change to this:

-button {

color: #cc9933;

font-family: Arial, Hevlvetica, sans-serif;

text-align: center;

font-size: 11px;

font-weight: bold;

border-top: 1px solid #cc9933;
border-right: 1px solid #cc9933;
border-left: 1px solid #cc9933;
border-bottom: 1px solid #cc9933;
background: #fff;

margin: 2px;

}

As you can see some major changes to the button style. Right below this you will find the
inputbox style and this needs changing to this:
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-inputbox {
padding: 2px;
border:solid 1lpx #cc9933;
background-color: #fFffff;

3
Directly below the inputbox style is the heading style for components, change it to this:

-.componentheading {
/*background: url(../images/subhead_bg.png) repeat-x;*/
color: #ccc;
text-align: left;
padding-top: 4px;
padding-left: Opx;
height: 21px;
font-weight: bold;
font-size: 10px;
text-transform: uppercase;

}

A few lines below the above you find contentheading and contentpagetitle, change these as

follows:

.contentheading {
height: 30px;
color: #996600;
/*font-weight: bold;*/
font-size: 16px;
white-space: nowrap;

3

-contentpagetitle {
font-size: 16px;
/*font-weight: bold;*/
color: #996600;
text-align:left;

}
Just below this, at around line 471 you will find this section, change as follows:

table._moduletable th, div.moduletable h3 {
/*background: url(../images/subhead_bg.png) repeat-x;*/
color: #ccc;
text-align: left;
padding-left: Opx;
padding-top: Opx;
height: 21px;
line-height: 21px;
font-weight: bold;
font-size: 10px;
text-transform: uppercase;
margin: 0 0 2px O;
border-bottom: 2px solid #ccc;

}

Next we move onto the main menu section at around line 557, change it so it looks like

this:
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a.mainlevel:link, a.mainlevel:visited {
/*display: block;
background: url(../images/menu_bg.png) no-repeat;
vertical-align: middle;*/
font-size: 11px;
/*font-weight: bold;*/
color: #cc9933;
text-align: left;
padding-top: 5px;
padding-left: Opx;
/*height: 20px !important;
height: 25px;
width: 100%;*/
text-decoration: none;

}

a.-mainlevel zhover {
/*background-position: Opx -25px;*/
text-decoration: none;
color: #cccc99;

}

a.-mainlevel#active_menu {
color:#cc9933;
/*font-weight: bold;*/
}

a.mainlevel#active_menu:hover {
color: #cccc99;
}

Quite a few changes in the above section so work through them carefully. That’s it, the
style sheet is now finished. Save the files and upload them to your template folder ‘clubtvk’
and you should have a template and site that looks like this:
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Step 5 Package The Template
All that’s left is to package up the template and you are finished.

The End

That’s how easy it is to create a Joomla template in 5 easy steps without any graphic design
or programming knowledge. The more you do it the easier it will become.

I'look forward to seeing your templates when you’ve done them, drop me an email and I
will showcase any templates you make on our site.
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Chapter 10: About Gary Reid

Gary Reid is 4 time Internet entrepreneur and author of The Web Driven Entrepreneur
ry : p [ >
you can view Gary's blog here

Former Projects:
e Founder and CEO of Blue Box Internet (founded March 2000, acquired by RL
October 2003)
e Founder and CEO of PowerVPS (founded Feb 2004, acquired by Defender
Technologies October 2004)

e Founder and CEO of Accountlab (founded Feb 2005, acquired by Netenberg April
2005)

Current Projects:

Founder and current CEO of The Venture Kit

Founder and current CEO of Combtail - strategic web desien and consulting
Founder and current CEO of m.utiny.com blog host provider

Gary drove both PowerVPS and Accountlab to top of their respective markets, with
PowerVPS in just six months.

Gary Launched The Venture Kit on the 16th of Jan 2006
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Appendix 1: Joomla Tags

Below are all the tags that can be used to include Joomla content in your template:

Joomla Head Tag
This must be used at the top of your Joomla template index.php file:

<?php defined( ™ _VALID MOS"™ ) or die( '"Direct Access to this location is not
allowed.™ );?>

<IDOCTYPE html PUBLIC *-//W3C//DTD XHTML 1.0 Transitional//EN"
"http://www.w3.0org/TR/xhtml1/DTD/xhtml1-transitional .dtd">

<html xmIns="http://www.w3.0rg/1999/xhtml"*>

<head>

<?php if ( $my->id ) { initEditor(); } ?>

<meta http-equiv="Content-Type'" content="text/html; charset=iso0-8859-1" />

<?php mosShowHead(); ?>

<?php echo "<link rel=\"'stylesheet\"
href=\""$GLOBALS[mosConfig_live_site]/templates/$GLOBALS[cur_template]/css/template_cs
s.css\"  type=\""text/css\'"/>" ; ?><?php echo "<link rel=\"'shortcut icon\"
href=\""$GLOBALS[mosConfig_live_site]/images/favicon.ico\" />" ; ?>

</head>

<body>

Joomla Footer Tag
Include this tag to display the Joomla footer:

<?php include_once("includes/footer.php®); ?>

Joomla Tags
<?php mosLoadModules ( “userl® ); ?>
<?php mosLoadModules ( “user2® ); ?>
<?php mosLoadModules ( “user3® ); ?>
<?php mosLoadModules ( “user4® ); ?>
<?php mosLoadModules ( “user5" ); ?>
<?php mosLoadModules ( “user6” ); ?>
<?php mosLoadModules ( “user7® ); ?>
<?php mosLoadModules ( “user8" ); ?>
<?php mosLoadModules ( “user9® ); ?>

Joomla Pathway Tag
<?php mosPathWay(); ?>

Joomla Main Body Tag

<?php mosMainBody(Q); ?>

Joomla Site Name Tag
<?php echo $mosConfig_sitename; ?>

Joomla Site Path Tag

<?php echo $mosConfig_live_site;?>
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Joomla Template Path Tag
<?php echo "$GLOBALS[cur_template]"; ?>

Joomla Tags with Switches

<?php mosLoadModules ( “user2®, 0 ); ?>
<?php mosLoadModules ( “user2®, 1 ); ?>
<?php mosLoadModules ( “user2®, -1 ); ?>
<?php mosLoadModules ( “user2®, -2 ); ?>
<?php mosLoadModules ( "user2®, -3 ); ?>



APPENDIX 2 DUFFER1 HTML

Appendix 2: Dufferl HTML
Below is the HTML used for the duffer 1 template:

<?php defined( "_VALID_MOS"™ ) or die( "Direct Access to this location is not allowed.”™ );?>
<IDOCTYPE html PUBLIC ""-//W3C//DTD XHTML 1.0 Transitional//EN"
"http://www.w3.0rg/TR/xhtml1/DTD/xhtml1-transitional .dtd">

<html xmIns="http://www.w3.0rg/1999/xhtml"">

<head>

<?php if ( $my->id ) { initEditor(); } ?>

<meta http-equiv="Content-Type" content="text/html; charset=iso-8859-1" />

<?php mosShowHead(); ?>

<?php echo "<link rel=\"stylesheet\"
href=\""$GLOBALS[mosConfig_ Ilve snte]/tempIates/$GLOBALS[cur template]/css/template_css.css\"
type=\""text/css\"/>" ?><?php echo "<link rel=\"'shortcut icon\"
href=\""$GLOBALS[mosConfig_ Ilve _site]/images/favicon.ico\" />" ; ?>
</head>
<body>
<table align="center"™ width="700" cellpadding="0" cellspacing="0">
<tr>
<td><h1><?php echo $mosConfig_sitename; ?></hl></td>
</tr>
<tr>
<td><table width=""100%" cellpadding="0" cellspacing="0">
<tr>

<td valign="top'><div class="duftopmenu''><?php mosLoadModules ( “userl® );
?></div></td>
<td valign=""top''><?php mosLoadModules ( “user2® ); ?></td>

</tr>
</table></td>
</tr>
<tr>
<td><table width="100%" cellpadding="0" cellspacing="0">
<tr>

<td valign="top"><div class="duflogin"><?php mosLoadModules ( "user3- );
?></div></td>
<td valign="top'"><?php mosLoadModules ( “user4® ); ?></td>
<td valign="top"><?php mosLoadModules ( “user5® ); ?></td>
</tr>
</table></td>
</tr>
<tr>
<td><div id="pathway_text''><?php mosPathWay(); ?></div></td>
</tr>
<tr>
<td><?php mosMainBody(); ?></td>
</tr>
<tr>
<td><div class="dufoptional"><?php mosLoadModules ( “user6” ); ?></div></td>
</tr>
<tr>
<td><?php include_once("includes/footer.php"); ?></td>
</tr>
</table>
</body>
</html>
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Appendix 3: Dufferl templateDetails.xml

Below is the contents of the completed templateDetails.xml file:

<?xml version="1.0" encoding=""1s0-8859-1"?>
<mosinstall type="template" version="1.0.0">
<name>dufferl</name>
<creationDate>03/15/06</creationDate>
<author>Gary Reid</author>
<copyright>GNU/GPL</copyright>
<authorEmail>gary@combtail .com</authorEmail>
<authorUrl>http://combtail .com</authorUril>
<version>1._.0</version>
<description>A template created from the duffer®s tutorial,
developed version of the CSS file from the rhuk _solarflare_ii
rhuk@rockettheme.com at http://www.rockettheme.com </description>
<fFiles>
<Ffilename>index.php</filename>
<filename>template_thumbnail.png</filename>
</Ffiles>
<images>
<Filename>images/advertisement.png</filename>
<filename>images/indentl.png</filename>
<Filename>images/indent2.png</filename>
<filename>images/indent3.png</filename>
<Filename>images/indent4.png</filename>
</images>
<css>
<filename>css/template_css.css</filename>
</css>
</mosinstall>

the template uses a

template developed by
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Appendix 4: Additional Resources

To help in your use of this book we have put together some additional resources. Including
downloads of all of the templates and files used in the book and a forum where you can
discuss Joomla Templates.

These resources are only available to legitimate purchasers of this book and are available at
http://clubtvk.com

When you purchase the book you are automatically granted access to the private areas of
this site.

Use of this e-book signifies your acceptance of the license below.
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Appendix 5: E-Book License Agreement

This e-book contains copyrighted material. Its use is subject to the following License
Agreement, which essentially says that you mustn"t give away or sell copies of the e-book
you just purchased.

Please read the License Agreement carefully.

Gary Reid agrees to grant, and you (the person who has purchased or received the e-book)
agree to accept, a non-exclusive, non-transferable license to install and use the e-book
under the following terms and conditions:

1. Installing Onto Your Computer. You may download or install the e-book onto your computer.
You may make reasonable back-up copies of the e-book to avoid losing it. You may nhot give
copies of the e-book to others, or make the e-book available for others to copy or download.

2. Printing. You may print the e-book for your personal use. You may not give printed pages
from the e-book or the entire printed e-book to others.

3. Copyright, Use, and Resale Prohibitions. All content in the e-book is copyrighted under
the UK Copyright laws, and Gary Reid owns the copyright and the e-book itself. Other than as
stated in this License Agreement, you may not copy, print, modify, remove, delete, augment,
add to, publish, transmit, sell, resell, create derivative works from, or in any way exploit
any of the e-book®"s content, in whole or in part, and you may not aid or permit others to do
so. You shall not: (1) rent, assign, timeshare, distribute, or transfer all or part of the
e-book or any rights granted by this license agreement to any other person; (2) duplicate
the e-book, except for reasonable backup copies; (3) remove any proprietary notices, labels,
or marks from the e-book; (4) transfer or sublicense title to the e-book to any other party.

4_ Liability. The unauthorized use or distribution of copyrighted or other proprietary
content is illegal and could subject the purchaser to substantial money damages. Purchaser
will be liable for any damage resulting from any violation of this License Agreement,
including any infringement of copyrights or proprietary rights.

5. Professional Services. This e-book is designed to provide accurate and authoritative
information in regard to the subject matter covered. A license to use the e-book is sold
with the understanding that the publisher is not engaged in rendering legal, accounting, or
other professional service. If legal advice or other expert assistance is required, the
services of a competent professional should be sought.

6. Without Warranty. Gary Reid does not guarantee that the information in this e-book is
error-free, or warrant that the e-book will meet your requirements or that the operation of
the e-book will be uninterrupted or error-free. The e-book is provided "as is" without
warranty of any kind, either express or implied or statutory, including, without limitation,
implied warranties of merchantability and fitness for a particular purpose. If the e-book
was purchased in the United States, the above exclusions may not apply to you as some states
do not allow the exclusion of implied warranties. You may also have other rights that vary
from state to state.

7. Risk. The entire risk as to the results and performance of the e-book is assumed by you.
In no event will Gary Reid be liable for any damages, including, without limitation,
incidental and consequential damages and damages for lost data or profits arising out of the
use or inability to use the e-book. The entire liability of Gary Reid shall be limited to
the amount actually paid by you for the e-book license.

8. Your Agreement. Your use of the e-book constitutes your agreement to the above terms and
conditions.
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Appendix 6: ClubTVK templateDetails.xml

<?xml version="1.0" encoding="1s0-8859-1"?>
<mosinstall type="template'" version="1.0.0">
<name>clubtvk</name>
<creationDate>03/20/06</creationDate>
<author>Gary Reid</author>
<copyright>Commercial see licence</copyright>
<authorEmail>gary@combtail .com</authorEmail>
<authorUrl>http://clubtvk.com</authorurl>
<version>1.0</version>
<description>Clubtvk main site template</description>
<files>
<filename>index.php</filename>
<filename>template_thumbnail.png</filename>
</files>
<images>
<filename>images/advertisement.png</filename>
<filename>images/arrow.png</filename>
<filename>images/button_bg.png</filename>
<filename>images/indentl.png</filename>
<filename>images/indent2.png</filename>
<filename>images/indent3.png</filename>
<filename>images/indent4.png</filename>
<filename>images/spacer.png</filename>
</images>
<css>
<filename>css/template_css.css</filename>
</css>
</mosinstall>
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Appendix 7: ClubTVK index.php

<?php defined( "_VALID_MOS"™ ) or die( "Direct Access to this location is not allowed." );?>
<IDOCTYPE html PUBLIC "-//W3C//DTD XHTML 1.0 Transitional//EN"
“http://www.w3.org/TR/xhtml1/DTD/xhtml1-transitional .dtd">
<html xmIns="http://www.w3.0rg/1999/xhtml"'>
<head>
<?php if ( $my->id ) { initEditor(Q); } ?>
<meta http-equiv=""Content-Type" content="text/html; charset=iso-8859-1" />
<?php mosShowHead(); ?>
<?php echo *"<link rel=\"stylesheet\"
href=\"$GLOBALS[mosConfig_live_site]/templates/$GLOBALS[cur_template]/css/template_css.css\"
type=\"text/css\"'/>" ; ?><?php echo "<link rel=\"shortcut icon\"
href=\""$GLOBALS[mosConfig_live_site]/images/favicon.ico\" />" ; ?>
</head>
<body>
<table align="center" width="725" cellpadding="0" cellspacing="0">
<tr>
<td><div class="clubtvktop'><img src="<?php echo
$mosConfig_live_site;?>/templates/<?php echo "$GLOBALS[cur_template]™; ?>/images/spacer.png"
width="1" height="1" alt=""" /></div></td>
</tr>
<tr>
<td><h1>Clubtvk - </hl><br /><h2>Make a Joomla Template in 5 Easy Steps - A
Beginners Guide</h2></td>
</tr>
<tr>
<td><div class="clubtvktext'><?php mosLoadModules ( “userl®, -1 ); ?></div></td>
</tr>
<tr>
<td><div class="clubtvktop_menu"><?php mosLoadModules ( “user2® ); ?></div></td>
</tr>
<tr>
<td><table width="100%" cellpadding="0" cellspacing="0">
<tr>
<td valign="top"><div class="clubtvkmbody''><?php mosMainBody(); ?></div></td>
<td valign="top" width="125"><div class="clubtvkmenu''><?php mosLoadModules ( "left"
); ?></div></td>
</tr>
</table></td>
</tr>
<tr>
<td><div class="clubtvkoptional'><?php mosLoadModules ( “user3", -1 );
?></div></td>
</tr>
<tr>
<td><?php include_once("includes/footer._php®); ?></td>
</tr>
</table>
</body>
</html>
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