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General information about Drupal

A dynamic web site platform which allows an individual or
community of users to publish, manage and organize a variety of
content, Drupal integrates many popular features of content
management systems, weblogs, collaborative tools and
discussion-based community software into one easy-to-use
package.
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As an open source software project maintained and developed

by a community, Drupal is free to download and use. If you like
what you learn here, please work with us to expand and refine

Drupal to suit your needs.

A wide range of site configurations

By enabling and configuring individual modules, an
administrator can design a unique site, one which can be used
for a combination of knowledge management, web publishing
and community interaction purposes. So that you can better
understand the many possibilities, the following list of features
have been organized by common web platform characteristics:

Content management. Via a simple, browser-based
interface, members can publish to a number of available
content modules: stories, blogs, polls, images, forums,
downloads, etc. Administrators can choose from multiple
theme templates or create their own to give the site a
singular look and feel. The flexible classification system
allows hierarchical classifications, cross-indexing of posts
and multiple category sets for most content types. Access
to content is controlled through administrator-defined user
permission roles. Site pages can display posts by module
type or categorized content, with separate RSS feeds
available for each display type. Users can also keyword
search the entire site.

Weblog. A single installation can be configured as an
individual personal weblog site or multiple individual
weblogs. Drupal supports the Blogger API, provides RSS
feeds for each individual blog and can be set to ping
weblog directories such as blo.gs and weblogs.com when
new content is posted on the home page.
Discussion-based community. A Drupal site can act as a
Slashdot-like news site and/or make use of a traditional
discussion forum. Comment boards, attached to most
content types, make it simple for members to discuss new
posts. Administrators can control whether content and
comments are posted without approval, with administrator
approval or through community moderation. With the
built-in news aggregator, communities can subscribe to
and then discuss content from other sites.

Collaboration. Used for managing the construction of
Drupal, the project module is suitable for supporting other
open source software projects. The wiki-like collaborative
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book module includes versioning control, making it simple
for a group to create, revise and maintain documentation
or any other type of text.

For a more comprehensive feature list, consult our feature
overview. For live examples of possible site implementations,
see the featured sites included with the Drupal case studies. Or
visit some of the many sites that use Drupal.

Basic installation requirements and initial configuration

The Drupal core platform, additional plug-in modules, and many
theme templates are freely available for download under the
GNU GPL. Drupal, written in PHP and using either MySQL or
PostgreSQL as the database backend, can run on many
platforms, including Apache or Microsoft IIS web servers.

More complete information and specific instructions about
system requirements, installation and configuration are
available in the administrator's guide.

The Drupal community: development and support

As a communication center and project management space,
drupal.org includes members who use Drupal as a personal
website solution; IT professionals implementing Drupal for
clients; and programmers, writers and others contributing to the
growth of the Drupal open source project. Members work
together to maintain extensive development and support
resources on site:

Support. Users experiencing difficulties installing and
configuring Drupal should first consult the administrator's
guide, much of which is also available through help in the
administration section of every Drupal installation. In
cases where documentation fails to provide a solution,
search the support forum and drupal-support mailing list
archives. If the solution is not available, please write a
detailed description of the problem, include the Drupal
version number, and post it to either venue. Note: all
support is provided on a volunteer basis and is dependent
on the good will of community members; please be patient
with any support requests.

Development. The Drupal developer's guide contains
information on Drupal architecture, API specifications,
guides for theme and module developers, and instructions
for contributing your code to the project. The Bug tracker
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4.6

system should be used to submit bugs, ideas for new
features, suggestions for improving drupal.org, and
contributing ideas for usability and documentation. Those
seriously interested in contributing to development should
also consider joining the drupal-devel list.

Learn more

See the links below, the other sections of The Drupal Handbook,
and the many discussions in the forums for more information.

roadmap

This is a table that shows "who is doing what" on our road to
4.6.

Using this table, we can group our efforts, and others can track
what we are doing and how far we are.

Please try and keep this page up to date as much as possible. If
you join or leave a team, edit this page. If a status changes,
please edit this page too. If you have long descriptions and
documents you would like to add, please add book pages under
this chapter.

Team of
voluntee
rs

Neil
Drumm
Chris
theme system; Messina
block system  Halfelven
Stefan
Nagtegaa
1

Modules/Area
S

Task stat

Theme improvements
More information in the
civicspacelabs

WIP
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Task

Design themes

Design a total of ten 10 themes, templates or
styles, of which at least 5 are templates or
themes.

End-user documentation

Internationalisation i18n

Translate interface
Have a total of 7 translations released for 4.5

Modules/Area

S

themes

drupal.org;
help hooks

i18n; locales

locale; po files

Team of
voluntee
rs

Adrinux
BA'r
Kessels
Mega
Grunt
sepeck
Stefan
Nagtegaa
|

Steven
Wittens

Bert

Boerland
Bryght

Jose A
Reyero
KAiroly
NAo©gyes
i

Carl
McDade
BA'r
Kessels
Adrian
Rossouw
BA'r
Kessels
Gerhard
Killesreit
er

Stefan
Nagtegaa
|

statt

WIP

WIP
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Task

Content Construction Kit / metadata
more information

Search improvements Fix the search,
according to

Install system Introduce an install wizard
system

Move to business area

Make Drupal able to act as backend for
"leaflet" sites, purely corporate and mostly
simple websites

Move to project area
Make Drupal able to act as a groupware and
project management tool

Improve content organization
Introduce and improve modules to organise
and manage content

Improve menu system

Improve and fine grain permission system
adding custom items to menus that are only
visible to certain users.

Improve block administration

Fund-raising and marketing

Team of
voluntee
rs

Jonathan
Chaffer
BA'r
Kessels
John
VanDyk
Neil
Drumm
Matt
Westgate

search hooks; Steven
search module Wittens

Modules/Area
S

statt

flexinode; node WIP

core; modules Adrian WIP
Rossouw
Jose A
core; modules Reyero
(drupalCOM) BA'r
Kessels
project Uwe
modules, Hermann
groupware dikini
Gerhard
mindmap.modu Killesreit
le book.module er
Magico
menu.inc; Jonathan WIP
menu.module Chaffer
menu system; Jonathan
Core; Chaffer ity
block.module geﬂ
rumm
theme system :
sandip
Lapurd
Bryght
drupal.org Bert

Boerland
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Team of
Task Modultsas/Area voluntee stat
rs
Taxonomy system improvements
Taxonomy: standardize vocabulary metadata; John
open/closed vocabularies; interface to taxonomy VanDvk
vocabularies in ways other than simply a system Mathisgs
selectbox Publish/Subscribe: share and
aggregate vocabularies among Drupal sites
syndication Neil
RSS improvements Drumm
system and API
rkendall
Eric
Image module improvements mmage module, Scouten WIP
file.inc James
Walker

Aims

Mission: Building on and realizing relevant standards and open
source technologies, Drupal supports and enhances the potential
of the internet as a medium where diverse and geographically-
separated individuals and groups can come together and
collectively produce and share rich bases of information and
expression.

Use Cases and Target Users

Drupal is designed to be flexible and powerful enough to meet a
broad range of web technology needs, from simple informational
postings to large organizational sites and collaborative projects.
This said, there is acentral interest in and focus on communities
and collaboration. Drupal aims to enable the collaborative
production of online information systems and communities.

Principles

Collaboration. Drupal development supports open,
collaborative information sharing systems and approaches
(including systems such as community moderation of
posts).

Standards-based. Drupal supports established and
emerging standards. Specific target standards include
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XHTML and CSS.

Open source. Drupal is based on the open source
philosophy of collaborative free software development.
Drupal is itself open source and builds on and supports
other open source projects. Specifically, Drupal is coded
in the open source scripting language PHP and supports
as primary data sources the open source database formats
MySQL and Postgresql.

Quality coding. High quality, elegant, documented code is
a priority over roughed-in functionality.

Ease of use. Drupal aims for a high standard of usability
for developers, administrators, and users.

Modular and extensible. Drupal aims to provide a slim,
powerful core that can be readily extended through
custom modules.

Low resource demands. To ensure excellent performance,
Drupal puts a premium on low-profile coding (for example,
minimizing database queries). Drupal should also have
minimal, widely-available server-side software
requirements. Specifically, Drupal should be fully
operational on a server with Apache web server, PHP, and
either MySQL or Postgresql.

Usability Aims

For developers Drupal aims for a development system that is:

well-tooled with a system of hooks that provide ready
means to accomplish most foreseeable coding aims that
involve interaction with core elements

For administrators, Drupal aims to provide solutions that are:

easy to install and set up so that there is a
minimalrequirement for specific technical expertise
intuitive and self-explanatory so that administrators
caneasily find the configuration options they need
highly configurable so that site administrators can
presentjust the interface they wish

For users, all elements of the Drupal user interface should be:

intuitive and self-explanatory so that users with minimal
prior experience caneasily discover, navigate, and use
functionality

uncluttered so that users are not faces with a difficult task
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of sorting the essential from the non-essential
Case studies
Drupal meets the needs of different types of web sites:
Community Portal Sites

If you want a news web site where the stories are provided by
the audience, Drupal suits your needs well. Incoming stories are
automatically voted upon by the audience and the best stories
bubble up to the home page. Bad stories and comments are
automatically hidden after enough negative votes.

Examples: Debian Planet | Kerneltrap

Personal Web Sites

Drupal is great for the user who just wants a personal web site
where she can keep a blog, publish some photos, and maybe
keep an organized collection of links.

Examples: urlgrevhot | Langemarks Cafe

Aficionado Sites

Drupal flourishes when it powers a portal web site where one
person shares their expertise and enthusiasm for a topic.

Examples: ia/ | Dirtbike
Intranet/Corporate Web Sites

Companies maintain their internal and external web sites in
Drupal. Drupal works well for these uses because of its flexible
permissions system, and its easy web based publishing. No
longer do you have to wait for a webmaster to get the word out
about your latest project.

Examples: Sudden Thoughts | Tipic

Resource Directories

If you want a central directory for a given topic, Drupal suits
your needs well. Users can register and suggest new resources
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while editors can screen their submissions.

Example: Entomology Index

International Sites

When you begin using Drupal, you join a large international
community of users and developers. Thanks to the localization
features within Drupal, there are many Drupal sites
implemented in a wide range of languages.

Example: PuntBarra | cialog
Success stories

This part is dedicated to real-life examples of how drupal can
help to solve your business problems. Please share the success
of your drupal implementation.

contaire.com - A Corporate Website Based On
Drupal

Drupal is well suited for community plumbing, alright. But what
if you want to apply its power, elegance, and simplicity to your
corporate website? In this article, we explain our approach to
creating a corporate website with Drupal, show you how to
create your templates and arrange your content. So why would
you want to enter into such a formidable endeavor?

Note: the original article is on contaire.com's site, and contains
additional screenshots and illustrations.

Both the layout and the underlying HTML of our old
website needed a face lift.

We specialize in sophisticated content management
solutions, yet our website consisted of static HTML pages
with an absolute minimum of PHP code to avoid the worst
code duplication. We knew we could do better.

At times we were slow to post updates of our site. The
process of doing so should be more straight forward.

Our requirements

Our requirements were quickly set:
The site layout should remain largely as is, with two thirds
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for the main content area and a column of news headlines
on the right.

There is a flat list of sections with articles, some of which
arrange the teasers in two, others in a single column.

The sections can be accessed by a dynamical list of tabs at
the top of the page.

Sections should have simple URLs, with some other
articles having intuitive URLs as well.

The page structure is such that the front page features
article or section teasers.

Initially, there will be no community features like
comments.

Content should be editable through its front end view.
The site should validate as XHTML, and should further
follow the guidelines for barrier free web sites.

Text formatting should be using Textile markup.
Technically, there should be as little as possible software
development on top of stock Drupal. However, we wanted
to develop templates using the PHPTAL engine and knew
we would have to transform one of the standard Drupal
templates to this notation first.

The ingredients

We started development with the following ingredients:

“Drupal 4.5.1":http://drupal.org/files/projects/drupal-
4.5.1.tar.gz

The contributed modules collimator.module
(http://drupal.org/files/projects/collimator-4.5.0.tar.gz),
image.module (http://drupal.org/files/projects/image-
4.5.0.tar.gz), image filter.module
(http://drupal.org/files/projects/image filter-4.5.0.tar.gz),
and textile.module (http://drupal.org/files/projects/textile-
4.5.0.tar.gz)

Our own contributed theme engine phptal.engine
(http://drupal.org/files/projects/phptal-cvs.tar.gz)

The stock Marvin theme

A dynamic horizontal tab menu
The most prominent feature here is the horizontal navigation

tabs. This has become a popular arrangement recently, very
often enhanced with drop-down menus. In our case, there are no
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drop-down menus. The underlying implementation, however,
should be easily extended to host these as well.

Three standard features of Drupal, a PHP theme function and a

little CSS magic are used to implement the horizontal tab menu.
The features are

Taxonomies. We use a separate vocabulary "Sections" to
organize content.

The menu is not linked directly to this vocabulary as would
the Drupal module taxonomy menu.module do, but rather
is created through a customized menu.

This allows to link menu entries to taxonomy pages,
individual nodes or two column pages generated by the
collimator.module.

Finally, links in the menu are cleaned by assigning URL
aliases to menu entries.

For example, the entry "partner" links to "partner":/partner
which is an alias for "collimator/4":/collimator/4, i.e. the two
column listing of teasers for topic 4 ("Lebendiges Netzwerk").

What remains is a function that renders the menu:
<?php

function contaire menu($pid = 1) {
$menu = menu get menu () ;
Sentries = array();

if (isset($menu'visible'][$pid]) && Smenul['visible']
[Spid] ['children'])
{
foreach ($menu['visible'] [Spid]['children'] as
Smid) {
Sstyle = (count (Smenul'visible'] [$mid]
['children'])
? (menu_in active trail ($mid)
? 'expanded' : 'collapsed')
'leaf');
Sentry = array('style' => $style, 'link' => theme
('menu item', $mid));
Sentry['kids'] = contaire menu(Smid);
Sentries[] = S$entry;
}
}
return $entries;
}
function contaire menu(Spid = 1) {
return phptal callback(' menu',
array('pid' => Spid, 'entries' => contaire menu
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(Spid)));
}

2>

In the PHPTAL theme engine we use, this function can be
written into the @template.php@ file of our theme and be called
from the file @page.tal@ as

<div id="header">

<div tal:content="php:contaire menu(26)" />
</div>

Here 26 is the menu entry for our custom menu.
A new teaser.module

Except for the horizontal navigation, the front page looks like
standard Drupal, but looking more closely, even here there are
interesting details:

Each teaser has a picture associated with it.

The teaser pictures float automatically to the left and
right.

The "weiter" links are placed behind, not below the teaser
texts.

There is one feature not visible on the site as presented to the
public that are little edit buttons placed to the right of the
headlines. These become necessary because we haven't linked
our headlines to a detail view with tabbed local tasks, and

the "weiter" link may link to an arbitrary URL.

We have created "a small Drupal
module":http://drupal.org/node/14920 to provide these features.

Two columns, but sorted, please

Porting our original content we needed a way to layout some
pages in two columns. One example is our partners page
(http://contaire.com/partner) where in addition to the two
columns we have an introductory text at the top. We quickly
settled on the contributed collimator.module but had to patch it
to give us control over the way it sorts articles. The collimator
offers the standard modes by-date and by-title to sort. We
wanted to control sorting explicitly and abused a new node field
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_teaser weight for this. The abuse here is that actually this
field should be a property of the table term data but there is no
easy way to add this without patching the taxonomy.module. We
provided our changes as a patch (http://drupal.org/node/15240)
to the collimator.module.

The single column text at the page top is simply the description
of the page's taxonomy term, fed through Textile.

Conclusion

We just love our new page! Once we decided on the selection of
modules and exactly for which features we would have to write
some code the actual effort was well worth it. The phptal.engine
has had its first live test and proved fun to work with.

All in all, Drupal again showed its greatness and that - with a
little thought and planning - it can be used for many a corporate
website.

Why Linux Journal converted to Drupal and how
it went.

We had been looking for a "Content Management System" for
quite a while, and one of our employees discovered Drupal while
researching CMS software on the web. Drupal appeared to be
much more flexible than PHP Nuke, which we were using, and
the more we looked at it the more impressed we became. At that
time all of the features we thought we would need, except one,
which we decided to write a module to provide, were on the
table to be implemented in the next Drupal release.

We decided to convert Linux Gazette to Drupal in order to
become familiar with Drupal under real life high usage
conditions and to setup Doc Searls' IT Garage to experiment
with Drupal's blogging and other interactive abilities. After we
were satisfied with Drupal's ability to handle the traffic at Linux
Gazette as well as its interactive abilities at Doc Searls' IT
Garage and had set up and tested Drupal's flexibility by creating
several sites for internal corporate use, we decided to create a
Drupal site to replace the Linux Journal PHP Nuke site that we
were using for Linux Journal. We started out with version 4.3 of
Drupal but by the time we decided to convert Linux Journal to
Drupal, version 4.4 was out so we started building our new site
using that version. There were not any major problems, just the
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typical learning curve requiring new ways of looking at
problems, nothing we could see that would prevent us from
using Drupal for the new site. Most of our time was devoted to
developing methods to convert the old articles and content of
Linux Journal magazine to the new format required in the new
site.

One thing that Drupal did not provide was a method that we
could use to display static content in the main center section
without the other content that Drupal normally puts there. We
wanted to be able to link to static html and text files and have
only that file be displayed in the center section. To do that Mitch
Frazier created a module he called xstatic.module. The xstatic
module allows you to define one or more base directories that
can be used for storing HTML files, PHP files, text files, and
image files. When the xstatic module is used in the URL, the
argument to it is interpreted as a file path name. This file path
name is searched for relative to all each of the predefined
xstatic directories. The file type extensions are appended
automatically. If the file is found its contents are displayed in
the main (center) section of the Drupal page. If the file is a php
file it is first evaluated and the result is displayed. This allowed
us to create anything we wanted in the center, without having to
create a node, while maintaining a consistent Drupal "look" with
the site's header, sidebars, and footer intact. The xstatic module
gave us a great way to separate all information that is not
editorial content from the marketing and business oriented
pages as well as providing us with a simple way to quickly
integrate existing HTML files into the site.

After converting 10 years of articles and getting the "look and
feel" we wanted, we decided to do the roll over from PHP Nuke
to Drupal at 8am on Nov. 1st. Unfortunately on the evening of
Oct. 30, while doing the final move of the articles to the new
site, we discovered that Anonymous users could not leave their
name or email address when making comments. This was a
feature we "had" to have and was only available on version 4.5.
On earlier versions of Drupal you had to have an account before
your name would appear with your comment. This was a "show
stopper"” and even though we had less than 48 hours to do it in,
we decided to install a new 4.5 site and bring over the blocks,
theme and other changes we created for the earlier version.
Mitch Frazier had it working in 24 hours and we spent the rest
of the time before the roll out testing and doing minor cleanup.
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The new site has been well received by Linux Journal
subscribers and www.linuxjournal.com readers. Lots of helpful
suggestions have been made and new features implemented
because of them. Because of this warm reception, when we
decided to create a publication called TUX, which is primarily
for the new Linux user, we decided to use Drupal for its web
site. Since we were short of time, we simply cloned the Linux
Journal site. We then made cosmetic changes and cleaned up
the database. This allowed us to have a working site while we
worked on a completely new layout and design. The new TUX
layout and design has been finished and is now in place. Steven
Wittens, one of the core Drupal developers helped us with the
look and feel of the new TUX site which is based on the
phptemplate theme.

On the Linux Journal site, Drupal version 4.5 is handling
400,000 hits per day, and MySQL is handling the storage and
the searches for 5,000 articles and over 14,000 comments. We
are currently using these contributed modules; print, spam,
subscriptions and themedev on both the Linux Journal and TUX
sites. We are also considering using weblink, userpost and
webforms as well. We are very pleased with the power and
stability of Drupal and because of this are creating internal
Drupal sites to be used for information dispersal and
coordination between employees and departments. We are
considering using a node level permission module that Matt
Westgate is developing to control access to information in these
internal sites. We are constantly amazed at how versatile and
powerful Drupal is and at the new uses we find for it.

The Drupal Community has been a great help in answering
questions and making suggestions that allowed us to create,
design and convert our existing web site to Drupal as well as
create new ones. To return the favor we are planning on
releasing the xstatic module that Mitch Frazier created, some
time after the first of the year. Mitch is also working on a few
other new ideas and we will be releasing them after they are
fully developed and researched.

Many thanks to the Drupal Community from the staff of Linux
Journal, TUX, Doc Searls' IT Garage and Linux Gazette.

-- Keith Daniels Web Coordinator SSC Publications, Inc.
Publishers of: Linux Journal TUX Doc Searls' IT Garage Linux
Gazette A42 Groups of Linux Users Everywhere
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Community: structure and roles

This page presents the structure and decision-making in Drupal.
There are various roles and responsibilities that people can
assume in the Drupal project.

The Drupal Core

Founder and Lead Developer. Drupal was founded by
Dries Buytaert, who retains primary control over the
software and makes most decisions on proposed changes.
In approving or rejecting proposals and patches, he gives
special weight to comments made by individuals whom he
trusts and respects based on their past contributions to
Drupal.

CVS review team. A small team that reviews proposed
changes and maintains code. They are the only ones who
have write access to the core CVS repository. Current CVS
review team members are Dries, Kjartan and Steven.
Maintainer. While not directly making decisions,
maintainers have informal responsibility for a designated
portion of the core (e.g., a particular core module).
Individual areas of responsibility are listed in the file
MAINTAINERS.txt. Maintainers are appointed by Dries.
Core contributors who have made substantive
contributions (particularly to a core component not
individually maintained) may apply for Maintainer status
by writing to Dries; Dries may also individually invite
them.

Core contributor. Core contributors are those who
contribute code patches or documentation for the Drupal
core, contributions that are peer reviewed and then
decided on by Dries or other members of the CVS review
team.

Contributions

Contributions repository manager. The CVS repository of
Drupal non-core "contributions" (mainly, modules and
themes) has a maintainer, who reviews and approves
applications for CVS access, and one or more other team
members who fill in when the Maintainer is unavailable or
otherwise occupied.
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"Contributions" contributor. "Contributions" contributors
develop and maintain "contributed" code packages that
are hosted on the Drupal site but not part of the Drupal
core. A contributions contributor has applied for and
received write access to the "contributions" CVS
repository. Contributions contributors are improving the
overall reach of Drupal by producing and sharing
enhancements that can be used by others. Contributions
contributors are generally listed in the README or
CREDITS files included in module and theme downloads.

Documentation and Support

Documentation and support is collaboratively delivered by
people in all Drupal roles, mainly through drupal.org and
the development and documentation mailing list. Some
drupal.org members have been granted rights to post and
edit content and so directly author documentation like the
Drupal Handbook.

Users

User. Users are the people who use Drupal. Users aren't
contributing code but may be submitting bug reports or
feature requests through the issues system and
participating in the drupal.org forums.

Download Drupal, modules, themes and
translations

<?php print project release overview();
Druplicon (the logo)

After Drupal had been created, an obvious matter was the
choice and creation of a logo. Of course it would have to do
something with a drop... or water.

The inital idea was simple: a drop in a circle. . It was featured as
an "O" in a liquidish "Drop".
When the community grew, the idea came up of a cartoony drop

with a face. Steven Wittens (UnConeD) created a 3D drop, but
the idea didn't get too far mainly because 3D is hard to print,
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hard to edit, etc.

When the logo-issue had come up again, Kristjan Jansen (Kika)
came up with idea of putting two side-way drops together to
form an infinity-sign. When put into a filled circle, it resembled a
face. After some more work by Steven Wittens, the Druplicon
was created: a stylised drop with the infinity eyes, a round nose
and a mischievous smile.

That's the 'story' behind it... I like the idea that the infinity-eyes
symbolise the infinite possibilities that Drupal offers :)

See more versions of the logo in the marketing section.

Feature overview
<?php print feature listing();
Hosting and services

This page highlights people and organizations who offer
services related to Drupal.

Instructions for being listed on this page are at the
bottom.

Outsite of this page, any user on Drupal.org can mark
themselves as providing Drupal-related services. We
provide a list of these people.

Table of contents

Hosting
OpenSourceHost

CascadeHosting
Grafix Internet B. V.
Norrix
Services
Moshe Weitzman
Teledynamics Communications
webschuur.com
Steven Wittens
Gerhard Killesreiter
Gotnerd?
Hevydon Consulting - Gordon Heydon
Matt Westgate
KAiroly NA©gyvesi
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2bits

Drupal Hosting

The following companies offer a web hosting platform suitable
for running a Drupal site. For more information on Drupal's
system requirements, consult the system requirements page in
the Drupal handbook. Known hosting companies include:

OpenSourceHost

OpenSourceHost is a specialized web hosting company focusing
on providing quality web space and support for open source
content management systems, as well as other open source
software systems. For Drupal hosting, we provide graphical
installation instructions, and if you take advantage of our special
offer at http://drupal.opensourcehost.com/ you will receive an
additional 100 megs of space and 1 gig of bandwidth added to
the hosting package of your choice.

CascadeHosting

A small webhosting company run from Portland Oregon,
CascadeHosting offers cheap web hosting ($99/year includes
free domain registration) and web programming contract
services. We'll setup Drupal for free as part of our $99/year
account, and answer any drupal related questions at
drupal@cascadehosting.com. For more information, check their
Drupal page.

GrafiX Internet B.V.

GrafiX Internet B.V. provides transit, co-location, and dedicated
servers in Amsterdam and Rotterdam, The Netherlands. We are
most proud to be the dedicated server provider of choice for
www.drupal.org, as well as some offspring projects such as
www.drupaldevs.org.

We believe in 'medieval marketing', and thus our web presence
(www.grafix.nl) is fairly humble. We strive to make our
combination of service and support legendary, and our name to
pass mouth to mouth, spread wide and far by our many satisfied
customers.

It would honor us if you will consider GrafiX Internet B.V. as a



Drupal Handbook: 20 April 2005 « 32

service provider for your drupal-based deployment! Contact us
at sales@grafix.nl or by phone at +31-(0)180 - 450170

We can offer:

Server co-location starting from 59 €/month (Our network,
your hardware).

Dedicated Servers starting from 200 €/month (Our
network, our hardware).

Raw or managed transit capacity starting from 1 Mbps to
gigabits per second.

Rack (cabinet) space starting from 1/3 rack and up to
entire datacenter cages.

Network, operating system, and security consultancy.

Norrix

Norrix has launched their hosting service for Drupal. What this
means is we will manually install Drupal for you, unlike other
hosting companies. We will even help you get started on it, if its
the first time you are using it. We will also update the software
for you, free of charge, when a new version is released.

This is what you get for $10 per month:

Latest Drupal Installation

300 MB of webspace + 5GB Data Transfer per month
5 Email accounts

2 Databases

2 Mailing list

And loads more...

For more information you can mail us at solutions[dot]norrix
[dot]com. Also check the our web hosting page.

What more if you select us we will donate up to 50% of the
profit to the development of Drupal. In this way you also help
the evolution of the software and support the developers.

Drupal Services

The following people or organizations provide services related
to Drupal.

Moshe Weitzman

weitzman @ tejasa.com
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Boston, MA USA.
Services

Consulting on Drupal installation, training, and support. Custom
Drupal software development also provided.

Qualifications

I am intimate with Drupal's inner workings, and can complete
custom projects with speed and quality. I have authored much of
the

Distributed Authentication

e-mail handling

official Maintainer of Drupal's user system
Hooks such as _head(), _exit(), and _syndication().
glossary module

syndication module

taxonomy dhtml module

folksonomy module

DOOr mans cron

cooking recipe

scheduler

organic groups
significant system documentation

Moshe's Recent Clients

Pixelworks is deploying Drupal in their intranet. They
contracted with me to write an LDAP module, and an
events module. Thanks Pixelworks.

Moodcenter.org is deploying a portal site where patients
complete surveys and receive instant graphical feedback
about their mood state over time. This portal requires
integration with a survey engine, statistics application,
and PHP graphing utilities.

Marlboro College is integrating the Drupal authentication
system with their own LDAP based directory. The Drupal
ldap_integration.module is powering that integration.
National Society of Hispanic Professionals is relaunching
their web site using Drupal as a Content Management
System and community engine. Special planned
enhancements include a powerful new calendar with deep
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taxonomy integration.

Music For America based their ambitious site on Drupal,
and asked Moshe to develop modules for tracking their
artists, venues, contacts, and more. Moshe delivered a
flexible node module which could serve all these purposes
at once. This module was incorporated into the Civicspace
project. Planned enhancements include affiliate tracking
and enhanced subscription features.

University of Vienna is now running one of the most
advanced Drupal pods in the world [staging site]. They
maintain one Drupal site for many courses in their catalog,
while maintaining a single user account across all sites.
They also share language translations across sites.
Moshe's design notes for this implementation are
documented in this email (note: the stumbling block was
solved).

Rowland Institute at Harvard uses Drupal as an intranet
for their community of scientists and technicians. Moshe
delivered installation and webmaster training to Rowland,
along with ongoing support.

CodeOrange is a thriving community site based loosely on
current news. Moshe developed the Node Moderation
module which promotes the best nodes to the home page
every day based on moderation ratings submitted by the
community. Additionally, Moshe is currently working on
enhancing Drupal's moderation systems in order to
highlight strong posts, and hide troll posts.
ShareNewYork is a community web site built around legal
online sharing of music. It is a marketplace where users
may upload songs and then receive commissions based on
how many users download and purchase these songs. It is
an innovative business model in a sector which has shown
promise, but never made much money. Moshe is delivering
custom modules for upload/download, automatic MP3 data
extraction, FTP integration, ecommerce and PayPal
integration, and more.

Finnish Broadcasting Company enables their users to
create and grow organic groups. These groups are similar
to Yahoo Groups, where anyone can create a public or
private group, and users post messages to their group
home page. FBE has also sponsored Moshe to build photo
gallery functionality based on a tagging system like Flickr
and Del.icio.us. This work is being released back to the
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Drupal community. Thanks FBE.

Teledynamics Communications

Teledynamics Communications Inc is an internet and
opensource consulting company based in Sauble Beach, Ontario

Canada. Established in 1983, TCI has been involved in large-
scale Internet portal research for over 10 years. Our portfolio
includes community sites for military, manufacturing and
emergency response applications, Sympatico-Lycos and the
Canadian Broadcasting Corporation. For more information, visit

Teledynamics Communications' Drupal services page or check
their Drupal related information.

webschuur.com

webschuur.com is a small scaled company that builds content
management system (CMS) driven websites. We can provide the
help and advice to create a dynamic website, from scratch or
from an existing site. Whether you are looking for cutting edge
technology for your organizations web-based communication, or
for solid solutions for your companies web-presence: we can
offer it!

For more details please do not hesitate to get in touch with us.

Ber Kessels (ber@webschuur.com)
Turnhoutsebaan 34/3

2140 Antwerpen

Belgie

Telephone ++32 (0)3 6632292
www.webschuur.com

Steven Wittens

steven@acko.net
Bonheiden/Leuven, Belgium

Services: Custom Drupal development (modules) and design
(templates and themes). Contact me with your needs and
specifics and we can work something out.

Qualifications: [ am a long-time Drupal core developer, so I
have intimate knowledge of the code and its features.
Specifically, I have authored most of the filter system (which
handles transforming the user-supplied text into HTML), several
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filtering modules (HTML Corrector, Smileys, URLfilter) and
core's Poll module. I've also worked on making sure Drupal was
Unicode/UTF-8 compatible. For Drupal 4.6 I have worked on
improving the search.module.

I created two of the original Drupal themes. I run my own
Drupal site, which has a fully validating and accessible
XHTML/CSS theme. I also designed the theme for the
Drupal.org website (Bluebeach).

Gerhard Killesreiter

killes@drupaldevs.org

Freiburg, Germany

Gerhard is a freelance Drupal IT consultant, he has closely
followed and participated in Drupal's development for about
three years.

Services: Consulting on Drupal setup and training, custom
extensions to existing and development of new modules
according to the client's specifications.

Qualifications: During my work with Drupal I have
implemented solutions for a variety of problems including - but
not limited to - an access control module, a remindme extension
for the event module, which I also maintain, and the listhandler
module. In the past I managed to reduce Drupal's execution
time by improvements to the database queries. Recently I have
been successfully trying to decrease Drupal's page execution
time even further by caching some data structures. I have also
been successfull in getting a significantly improved
locale.module into the Drupal core for the 4.5 release and will
work on achieving PHP 5 compatibility.

Trae McCombs and Kyle Smith

tmccombs@gotnerd.com, ksmith@gotnerd.com
Atlanta, Georgia USA / Reno, Nevada USA

gotnerd? is a Web Design & Development / Technology Services
company that uses Drupal exclusively.

Services: We provide a one stop shop for all of your Web
Development needs. Consulting, setup, training, custom
extensions to existing and development of new modules
according to the client's specifications are but a few of the
things we can do.
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Qualifications: We have built several big name websites: Two
of them being Linux.com and themes.org. Should you be
interested in seeing any of our work, or perhaps reviewing a
quote from some of our clients, simply visit our website:
http://gotnerd.com/

Heydon Consulting - Gordon Heydon

gordon@heydon.com.au
Melbourne, Australia

Services: Consulting, Drupal implementation, Customisation of
modules and core to allow for a best intergration into your
business. The creation of plugins for HTMLarea module to allow
for better intergration, and not to disadvantage uses who are
not using HTMLArea.

Qualifications: Gordon has been an active member of the
Drupal community since 2001, by first maintaining and
contributing to existing modules. Later developing several
modules such as the HTMLArea intergration module which
allows for <textarea /> tags to be converted into a WYSIWYG.
editor. Other contributed modules include the filestore2 module
and an extensive modification to the image module. In addition
to the contributed modules, their has also been a number of
contributions to core in the form of new APIs and extensions of
existing functionality.

Heydon Consulting is dedicated to the ongoing development of
drupal, and working with customers to create a CMS that will fit
your needs now and into the future.

For more information see
http://www.hevdon.com.au/?g=consulting

Matt Westgate

Contact Matt
Ames, Iowa

Services: Custom Drupal development and project consulting.

Qualifications: Longtime core developer who authored the
URL aliasing feature. Other contributions include the
ecommerce package, an easy way insert images into content,
TinyMCE rich-text editor integration and a role-based node
permissions module. Visit my portfolio to view more examples of
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my work.
KAiroly NA©gyesi

Contact KAiroly
Budapest, Hungary

Services: everything PHP, mostly module and theme
programming.

Qualifications: I know Drupal core quite well and I have
submitted a patch in the beginning of 2005 which helped some
Drupal pages to be up to 50% faster in a default-install scenario.
I have helped creating i18n module and I am pretty familiar with
creating multinational content sites. As I am from Hungary, a
Second World country, my fees are usually lower than those
from the First World countries.

2bits.com

Contact 2bits.com

2bits.com offers web development using the powerful, flexible
and open Drupal Content Management System and framework
for powerful back end engines that are database driven.

We offer consulting on installation, configuration, customization
and maintenance, as well as hosting of your web site.

We have developed contributed modules such as Feedback,
Stock, customerror and SiteMenu as well as contributing to
other areas within Drupal.

How to be listed on this page

Send an e-mail to drupal-devel@drupal.org with the appropriate
details. The current page maintainer will then add your
organization to this page.

Presentations and articles

Intranet Journal. Drupal: Powerful and Free, But Some
Assembly Required - "What Drupal does provide is an
extensible framework, especially beneficial for use on
larger intranets, which will allow you to expand and
improve your intranet over time. The screens for adding
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new articles are simple, and the administrator of the
system is given the ability to veto content submitted by
contributing authors. If you have the time and expertise,
it's well worth getting to grips with the nitty-gritty of
Drupal if you'd like to fully customize it's operation." [ read
more |

The Fuzzy Group: performance of open source portal
software - "I have been a small part of the Open Source
community since 1996 and I've been a regular Unix user
since 1986. These technologies, which grew up on the
Internet, offer compelling benefits for most organizations.
A recent experience with an Open Source portal
application, Drupal, pointed out to me just how good the
performance of Open Source applications can be ? when it
is done correctly." [ read more |

Teledynamics Communications: community plumbing for
the web - "Drupal is, as it claims, Community Plumbing, an
infrastructure, a framework for building websites which
serve a community of interest, but it's also more than this.
Drupal has the latent ability to transform the web from a
glut of brochures to a dynamic ecology of knowledge, a
community record as much as it is a community forum." [
read more ]

K-logging: supporting KM with web logs - "There are many
robust web log tools that are inexpensive or even free.
Popular software includes MovableType, Radio Userland,
any of the variations of Slashcode, and my favorite,
Drupal. They allow individuals to publish content to a web
site easily, and some packages even allow for
categorization of entries. Most packages also permit
authors to publish an XML feed of content. These low-cost
tools help knowledge workers with two core concerns of
KM: knowledge creation and knowledge sharing."

Rolling your own system vs using Drupal

Some of you might consider rolling your own system instead of
using Drupal. As the Drupal community is very interested in
having you join us instead, we will, for your consideration,
present you with some advantages of using Drupal over rolling
your own system. We encourage you to consider the following
before setting of on your own.
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The drupal path is fun and educational

As you struggle to get your sites to fit your needs, Drupal will
stimulate you in a more rewarding way than would a more low
level environment as a plain programming language. As you go
along you experience and learn the inner workings of a system
which has proved very powerful and become very popular. This
will be useful for you in your later projects.

Dealing with insignificant details when writing a framework can
be frustrating. With Drupal, the framework is in place and you
can focus on the meat which is a big relief. With Drupal, you get
the job done with less pain.

Drupal's user and developer base

Drupal is used by tens of thousands of sites on the web, and
more than seven hundred people are visiting drupal.org as I
write this. This gives you several advantages if you take the
Drupal path:

Modules for a wide range of needs: As you build your
site, needs may arise which you didn't predict. As users of
Drupal experience needs, a module is often written to fill
it. In most cases these are contributed, so with the Drupal
path you have the opportunity to download modules and
easily plug these into a system which is able to handle
them. Furthermore, you have the oppertunity to hack the
modules to fit your needs better as they are open source.
Easy to get help: As mentioned, lots of people are active
on drupal.org. Letting them know of your problems in the
forum or searching there will often result in suggested
solutions. When rolling your own system, you don't have
the advantage of a large community "speaking the
language" of your framework.

Drupal is thoroughly tested: As the complexity of a
system grows, it is likely to create errors or bugs. It will
eventually be harder, if not impossible for mere humans,
to predict all eventualities. You can not count on your
site's visitors to report errors, because instead of
reporting they may chose to leave.

Every installed Drupal site comes with a watchdog
module. This module logs errors and report them to the
administrator when she visits the administation section of
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her site. Furthermore it is important for all users of Drupal
that their sites work as expected. Therefore users report
errors to the maintainers of Drupal and her modules. To
ease this process, Drupal's maintainers have created a
system which keeps track of issues, showing them to
interested persons able to correct them.

With Drupal, you are able to create a cool
site

I've collected some example sites to illustrate this point. Notice
that they are quite different.

Our media
Varal

Tipic
Urlgreyhot
Political physics

Bryght

More examples can be found in case studies and in this
comprehensive list of drupal sites.

Drupal is flexible

A reason for rolling your own system might be to have it fit your
needs exactly. However, Drupal is designed to fit a range of
needs, one of her key features is flexibility. Chances are you're
better off towards your goal with Drupal. In addition to the
already mentioned modules and their ability to be adapted to fit
your special needs, it is fairly easy to roll your own modules.
This is typically done by making a file with some functions
implementing certain hooks in addition to other functions. The
following function implements the help hook which is called by
the Drupal core and possibly some other Drupal modules.
<?php
function mymodule help ($section) {

switch ($section) {

case 'admin/help#block':

return 'My module will help you get laid';
break;
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This way modules and the Drupal core interact, and it has
proved very powerful. By using hooks, modules can interact with
and take advantage of the building blocks of Drupal such as her
node, category, administration and user systems.

You can grow in the future with Drupal

Drupal will continue to be maintained in the future. This is
important for sites adaption to the environment in which they
live, the users they interact with and the software on which they
run, as it is in constant flux. New needs will probably arise as
your site grows. Perhaps one day a new protocol might be
widely used, and your site need to support it. RSS support is an
example of something many sites have needed to implement
lately. When needs like these arise, someone probably need to
dive into the code and adapt it to it's changed environment. If
they haven't been there for a while or are new to the code,
things typically turn out to be complicated. The fact that people
don't like to comment their code contribute to this.
"Maintenance nightmare" is a phrase commonly used for these
kind of things, as a search on google suggest.

However, if you take the Drupal path, chances are there
will be a solution at drupal.org.

Sites that use Drupal

<?php $count = db result(db query('SELECT COUNT(link)
FROM directory')); ?>

The following list of sites is compiled dynamically. All Drupal
installations may optionally ping a Drupal directory server via
XML-RPC. This server collects all active installations and
displays them here. Currently, there are <?php print $count; ?>
Drupal sites in our database but this is only a fraction of all
Drupal sites. More information is available on this page in the
Drupal handbook.

<?php print drupal directory page('timestamp DESC'); ?>

Where does the name 'Drupal’' come from?

Drupal (droo-puhl) is the English pronunciation for the Dutch
word 'druppel' which stands for 'drop'. The word drop was
chosen for the drop.org community blog after Dries made a typo
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when he checked to see if dorp.org was available. 'Dorp' is the
Dutch word for village. The word stuck.

Donating to the Drupal project

Donate

Drupal currently uses PayPal for receiving donations. Click the
Paypal button below to donate money.

If you are inspired to donate something, but do not want to use
PayPal, please see this excellent HOWTO on donating to Open
Source projects. If you are willing to pay for particular
enhancements, consider contacting someone listed on the
services page.

Donors

If you donate money using PayPal, you are automatically added
to the list of donors. Drupal will try to connect your PayPal and
Drupal accounts using your e-mail address. If Drupal fails to
connect both, update your drupal.org account so your e-mail
address matches the one registered with Paypal.

The table below provides an overview of the people who donated
money to Drupal. The numbers represent the net amounts after
subtraction of transaction fees.

Amoun

Name t Date
a,— 1 week
Mats Staugaard ... 9726 ago
‘ a,— 1 week
Linus Lee 18.87 ago
a,— 1 week
Harald Walker S... 18.97 ago
. a,— 1 week
Yolanda Chiesa ... 5.42 ago
) 0.56 2 weeks
Scott Goodwin USD ago
Brady Jarvis (codeOrange.net  &,— 2 weeks

project) 95.75 ago
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Jeffrey Smith (JCS/Monogram 4a,— 3 weeks

Holdings) 18.87 ago
. a,— 3 weeks
Jan Visser (EyesOnSales) 47.7  ago
Jeffrey Smith (JCS/Monogram  4,- 3 weeks
Holdings) 33.28 ago
) 0.56 6 weeks
Scott Goodwin USD ago
Kimio Yamakita 8, 6.4 0 000
ago
S a,— 6 weeks
Craig Fifield 4.45 ago
ANDRE-P GAGNON a5 oweeks
4.45 ago
_ a,— 6 weeks
Carlos Miranda Levy 23.67 ago
a,— 7 weeks
Rob Stead 28.48 ago
. a,— 9 weeks
Omar Bickell 9.26 ago
a,— 9 weeks
Ber Kessels 47.95 ago
- a,— 10 weeks
David Bartmess 926 ago
a,— 10 weeks
John Hurley 9.26 ago
a,— 10 weeks
Leonard Feldman 71.72  ago
a,— 11 weeks
Todd Cochrane (... 47.7 ago
y . a,— 11 weeks
FermA San Nicolas 23.67 ago
. _ a,— 11 weeks
Michael Karliner 18.87 ago
' a,— 12 weeks
Geoffrey White 926 ago
Boris Mann a,7 350 roo e
ago
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Kimio Yamakita
Kimio Yamakita
Hasan Yalcinkaya
Theodor S. Weinberg

James Walker

Zachary Rosen

Andrew Cohill (...
Matthew Schwartz

Keith Instone

Alberto Luis Knapp Bjeren
Brady Jarvis

Community Publi...

Wayne Bartling

Michael Schalla
Morrissey-solo

Baba Buehler
Combonetwork development
Cielo Systems Inc.

Kath O'Donnell

a,—
0.53
a,—
9.26
a,—
18.87
a,—
4.45
a,—
47.7
a,—
23.67
a,—
23.67
a,— 287

13 weeks
ago
13 weeks
ago
14 weeks
ago
14 weeks
ago
14 weeks
ago
14 weeks
ago
15 weeks
ago
15 weeks
ago
15 weeks
ago
16 weeks
ago
17 weeks
ago
17 weeks
ago
19 weeks
ago
20 weeks
ago
21 weeks
ago
21 weeks
ago
21 weeks
ago
22 weeks
ago
22 weeks
ago
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Michael Heath

Ismael Fanlo

Evilsquid.net N...

Bryan Kennedy

Lynn Siprelle

Nick Berendsen

eremy Reichman

Eric Scouten
Moshe Weitzman
Progression Media

Karsten MAYiller

Papasoft

Neil Drumm

Bo Laurent
Lucas Koorneef
Chris Johnson

Progressive Val...

Webs4.com

Charles Lowe

22 weeks
ago
22 weeks
ago
22 weeks
ago
22 weeks
ago
22 weeks
ago
22 weeks
ago
22 weeks
ago
22 weeks
ago
22 weeks
ago
22 weeks
ago
22 weeks
ago
22 weeks
ago
22 weeks
ago
22 weeks
ago
22 weeks
ago
22 weeks
ago
22 weeks
ago
22 weeks
ago
23 weeks
ago
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Expenses

Your donation will be used to help the Drupal project. For
example, by paying for:

Hosting: server and bandwidth for drupal.org
Development bounties
Marketing material: flyers, posters, t-shirts, ...

User's guide

Designed for users of Drupal sites, this non-technical guide
offers "getting started" instructions and suggestions.

Basic concepts

What is "content management"?

Drupal is a "content management system". This means it's a
system for managing website content--like articles, photos, or
other files. Drupal is a "dynamic" rather than a "static" system.
Instead of being in pre-generated (static) files, content like the
text on pages is stored in a database. When visitors bring up a
page, a script runs on the web server, querying the database
and putting the content of the page into a template. (Sometimes,
to save time and resources, these scripts are run ahead of time
and the resulting pages are "cached" or stor