
Using PHP and MySQL (SQL database server) to Generate XML Documents 
  
Generating XML documents in PHP is just as easy as creating HTML files, because after all basic XML code is just text, and 
PHP is a great tool to this. 
 
This short tutorial will show you how to create XML documents using PHP and a MySQL database. The only requirements are 
a web server with PHP and MySQL installed. 
 
The PHP code: 
 

<?php 
header("Content-type: text/xml"); 
 
$host = $_POST["host"]; 
$username = $_POST["username"]; 
$password = $_POST["password"]; 
 
if ($host != "" && $username != "" && $password != "") { 
 $link = mysql_connect($host, $username, $password) or die("Cannot connect to database server."); 
} 
 
else { 
 $link = mysql_connect("HOST", "USERNAME", "PASSWORD") or die("Cannot connect to database server."); 
} 
 
$db = mysql_list_dbs($link); 
 
echo "<?xml version=\"1.0\"?>\n"; 
echo "<dbsml xmlns:dbsml=\http://xmlns.xmlmania.com/dbsml/\ 
xmlns:xsi=\http://www.w3.org/2001/XMLSchema-instance\ 
xsi:schemaLocation=\"http://xmlns.xmlmania.com/dbsml/schema.xsd\">"; 
 
while ($database = mysql_fetch_row($db)) { 
 echo "\n\t<database id=\"$database[0]\">"; 
 
 $tables = mysql_list_tables($database[0]); 
 
 while ($table = mysql_fetch_row($tables)) { 
  echo "\n\t\t<table id=\"$table[0]\">"; 
 
  $fields = mysql_list_fields($database[0], $table[0], $link); 
  $columns = mysql_num_fields($fields); 
 
  for ($i = 0; $i < $columns; $i++) { 
   $fieldName = mysql_field_name($fields, $i); 
   $fieldType = mysql_field_type($fields, $i); 
   $fieldLength = mysql_field_len($fields, $i); 
   $fieldFlags = mysql_field_flags($fields, $i); 
 
   echo "\n\t\t\t<field id=\"$fieldName\" type=\"$fieldType\" length=\"$fieldLength\" flags=\"$fieldFlags\" />"; 
  } 
 
  echo "\n\t\t</table>\n"; 
 } 
 
 echo "\t</database>\n"; 
} 
 
mysql_free_result; 
mysql_close; 
 
echo "</dbsml>"; 
?> 

 
Download Source
 
No database or tables need to be inputted by the user, the PHP code does all this with the mysql_list_dbs(), 
mysql_list_tables() and mysql_list_fields() functions. 
 
The outputted XML code from this example is formatted and indented by the use of \n (line breaks) and \t (tab indents). 
 
This example can be easily modified to suit many different situations, e.g. accessing a news database to dynamically produce 
RSS/RDF news feeds, or NewsML source. 

http://www.xmlmania.com/development/dbsml/dbsml.phps


<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for improved printing quality. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308000200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e30593002537052376642306e753b8cea3092670059279650306b4fdd306430533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


